
ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

A g e n d a  R e v i s i o n s  a n d  S u p p l e m e n t a l s  
Note:  This supplemental agenda is updated daily showing items that have been added, continued, deleted or modified. 
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REVISIONS AND SUPPLEMENTALS TO JANUARY 13, 2026 AGENDA - PAGE 1 OF 3 
 

Document last updated: 1/15/2026 7:42 AM 

 
January 13, 2026 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
10. Continued to 2/10/26, 9:30 a.m.  
 
13. Continued to 1/27/26, 9:30 a.m.  
 
16. Continued to 1/27/26, 9:30 a.m.  
 
17. Continued to 2/10/26, 9:30 a.m. 
 
26. Revised Title to read: 

County Executive Office - Approve grant applications/awards submitted by District Attorney, John 
Wayne Airport, and Sheriff-Coroner, retroactive grant applications/awards submitted by John Wayne 
Airport and OC Public Works and ratify grant applications/awards submitted by Social Services Agency 
in 1/13/26 grant report and other actions as recommended; adopt resolution authorizing District Attorney 
or designee to execute grant award agreement with California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 
for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Unemployment Insurance Anti-Fraud Grant Program, 
7/1/23 - 3/31/26 ($244,492); and making California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) exemption 
findings under CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3); adopt resolutions authorizing Director of OC 
Public Works or designee to accept grant funds from U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of 
Reclamation’s Cooperative Watershed Management Program for North and Central Orange County 
Watershed Management Stakeholder Outreach and Engagement Project ($300,000) and South Orange 
County Watershed Management Area Stakeholder Outreach and Engagement Project ($280,000) - All 
Districts  
 

29. Continued to 1/27/26, 9:30 a.m. 
 
THE FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEMS HAVE HAD CHANGES TO THEIR RECOMMENDED ACTIONS SINCE 
RELEASE OF THE AGENDA TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
 Item: 26 
 

S  u  p  p  l  e  m  e  n  t  a  l    I t e m (s) 
 
S31A. Vice Chair Foley - Approve allocation of $5,000 from Fifth District discretionary funds to Women’s 

Journey Foundation; make related findings under Government Code Section 26227; authorize County 
Executive Officer or designee to negotiate and enter into agreement as necessary; and authorize Auditor-
Controller or designee to make related payments 
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S31B. Vice Chair Foley - Approve allocation of $100,000 from Fifth District discretionary funds to Orange 

County Fire Authority; make related findings under Government Code Section 26227; authorize County 
Executive Officer or designee to negotiate and enter into agreement as necessary; and authorize Auditor-
Controller or designee to make related payments 

 
S31C. Vice Chair Foley - Approve allocation of $14,000 from Fifth District discretionary funds to Moulton 

Family Foundation, Inc. dba Moulton Museum; make related findings under Government Code Section 
26227; authorize County Executive Officer or designee to negotiate and enter into agreement as 
necessary; and authorize Auditor-Controller or designee to make related payments 

 
S31D. Vice Chair Foley - Approve allocation of $36,750 from Fifth District discretionary funds to Shoes That 

Fit; make related findings under Government Code Section 26227; authorize County Executive Officer 
or designee to negotiate and enter into agreement as necessary; and authorize Auditor-Controller or 
designee to make related payments 

 
S31E. Vice Chair Foley - Approve sponsorship of various nonprofit entities from Fifth District events funds; 

approve addition or revision of events to FY 2025-26 County Events Calendar; make related findings 
under Government Code Section 26227; and authorize Auditor-Controller to make related payments 

 
S31F. Vice Chair Foley - Approve allocation of $25,000 from Fifth District discretionary funds to University 

of California, Irvine - UCI Climate Collaboration under The Regents of the University of California; 
make related findings under Government Code Section 26227; authorize County Executive Officer or 
designee to negotiate and enter into agreement as necessary; and authorize Auditor-Controller or 
designee to make related payments 

 
S31G. Revised Title to read: 

Supervisor Wagner - Approve sponsorship of nonprofits USA Water Polo, Inc. and Tustin Community 
Foundation from Third District events funds; approve addition or revision of events to FY 2025-26 
County Events Calendar; make related findings under Government Code Section 26227; and authorize 
Auditor-Controller to make related payments 

 
S31H. Chair Chaffee - Orange County Commission on the Status of Women and Girls - Appoint Rima Mufid 

Nashashibi, Laguna Woods, for term ending 1/12/28 
 
S31I. Supervisor Sarmiento - North Tustin Advisory Committee - Appoint Garry Collins, North Tustin, for 

term concurrent with 2nd District Supervisor’s term of office 
 
S31J. Supervisor Sarmiento - Orange County Historical Commission - Appoint Kristen M. Maahs, Anaheim, 

for term concurrent with 2nd District Supervisor’s term of office 
 
S31K. Supervisor Nguyen - Orange County Waste Management Commission - Appoint Dirissy Doan, Garden 

Grove, for term concurrent with 1st District Supervisor’s term of office 
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S31L. County Executive Office and Clerk of the Board - Approve contract MA-011-26010778 with 

Carahsoft Technology Corporation for PublicInput Speaker Management System, 1/13/26 - 12/31/27 
($218,041); renewable for three additional one-year terms; and authorize County Procurement Officer or 
Deputized designee to execute contract - All Districts 

 
S31M. Supervisor Sarmiento - Orange County Planning Commission - Appoint Mario Turner, Santa Ana, for 

term concurrent with 2nd District Supervisor’s term of office 
 
S31N. Supervisor Sarmiento - Approve sponsorship of various nonprofit entities from Second District events 

funds; approve addition or revision of events to FY 2025-26 County Events Calendar; make related 
findings under Government Code Section 26227; and authorize Auditor-Controller to make related 
payments 

 
SCS2. County Counsel - CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION - Pursuant 

to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1): 
Name of Case: Charles Sanders v. County of Orange, et al., Orange County Superior Court Case No. 30-
2022-01240154-CU-CR-CJC 

 
SCS3. County Counsel - CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION - Pursuant 

to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1): 
Name of Case: Jose Adan Hernandez Cisneros v. County of Orange, Orange County Superior Court 
Case No. 30-2024-01416672-CU-PA-CJC 

 
SCS4. County Counsel - CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION - Pursuant 

to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1): 
Name of Case: Susan Peck et al. v. County of Orange et al., Central District Court Case No. 2:19-cv-
04654-DSF-AJR 
 



Continuation or Deletion Request 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Subject: 

 1/12/2026    

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

Veronica Kelley, Agency Director, Health Care Agency  

ASR Control #: 25-000811, Meeting Date 1/13/26   Agenda Item No. # 10 

Approve Contract for Marketing and Public Relations Services    

 Request to continue Agenda Item No. # 10 to the 2/10/2026 Board 

Meeting Comments:    

 Request deletion of Agenda Item No. # 

Comments:    



Continuation or Deletion Request 

Date:  1/9/2026    

To: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

From: Veronica Kelley, Agency Director, Health Care Agency  

Re: ASR Control #: 25-000501, Meeting Date 1/13/26   Agenda Item No. # 13 

Subject: Renewal of Contract for Re-Entry Success Center Services    

 Request to continue Agenda Item No. # 13 to the 1/27/2026 Board Meeting. 

Comments:    

 Request deletion of Agenda Item No. # 

Comments:    
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Agenda Item  

AGENDA STAFF REPORT 

ASR Control  24-001085

MEETING DATE: 01/13/26 

LEGAL ENTITY TAKING ACTION: Board of Supervisors 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DISTRICT(S): All Districts 

SUBMITTING AGENCY/DEPARTMENT: County Executive Office   (Approved) 

DEPARTMENT CONTACT PERSON(S): Peter DeMarco (714) 834-5777   

Andrea Foster (714) 834-2009 

SUBJECT:  Grant Applications/Awards Report 

CEO CONCUR COUNTY COUNSEL REVIEW CLERK OF THE BOARD 
Concur Approved Resolution to Form Discussion 

3 Votes Board Majority 

Budgeted: N/A Current Year Cost:  N/A Annual Cost:  N/A 

Staffing Impact:  No # of Positions: Sole Source:  N/A 
Current Fiscal Year Revenue: N/A 

   Funding Source:  N/A County Audit in last 3 years: No 
   Levine Act Review Completed: N/A 

Prior Board Action:  N/A  

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 
 

Approve grant applications/awards as proposed and other actions as recommended. 

1. Receive and File Grants Report.

2. Approve Grant Award and Adopt Resolution – District Attorney – Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance and Unemployment Insurance Anti-Fraud Grant Program – $244,492

3. Approve Grant Application – John Wayne Airport – Airport Terminal Program (ATP) -
Vertical Conveyance Systems Improvements: Phase II & IV – $28,882,064

4. Approve Retroactive Grant Application – John Wayne Airport – Airport Improvement
Program (AIP) Primary & Cargo Entitlements - ARFF Stormwater & Materials Storage
Improvements – $130,923

5. Approve Retroactive Grant Application – OC Public Works – 2026 Nonpoint Source Grant
Program; Water Quality Improvement Implementation Strategy for the Lower San Juan
Creek Watershed – $250,000

6. Approve Retroactive Grant Award and Adopt Resolution – OC Public Works – Cooperative
Watershed Management Program; North and Central OC Watershed Management Area
Community Engagement FY 24 – $300,000

26
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7. Approve Retroactive Grant Award and Adopt Resolution – OC Public Works – Cooperative 

Watershed Management Program; South OC Watershed Management Area Community 
Engagement FY 24 – $280,000 
 

8. Approve Grant Application – Sheriff-Coroner – FY26/27 California Office of Traffic Safety 
(OTS) for the Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) Grant – $750,000 
 

9. Approve Grant Application – Sheriff-Coroner – FY26/27 Drug Prevalence in DUI Drivers – 
$150,000 
 

10. Approve Ratified Grant Application and Approve Award – Social Services Agency – 
Bringing Families Home – $3,512,803 
 

11. Approve Ratified Grant Application and Approve Award – Social Services Agency – 
$4,279,299 
 

 
 
 
 

SUMMARY: 
 

See the attached Grants Report. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 

See the attached Grants Report. 
 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
 

N/A 
 
STAFFING IMPACT: 
 

N/A 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 

Attachment A - Grants Report 
Attachment B - Resolution - District Attorney - Pandemic Unemployment 
Attachment C - Resolution - OCPW - USBR CWMP North Award 
Attachment D - Resolution - OCPW - USBR CWMP South Award 
 
 
 
 



DRAFT 
County Executive Office/Legislative Affairs 

If you or your staff have any questions or require additional information on any of the items 
in this report, please contact Andrea Foster at (714) 834-2009. 

  January 13, 2026 
       Item No: 26 

County of Orange Report on Grant Applications/Awards 
The Grants Report is a condensed list of grant requests by County Agencies/Departments that 
allows the Board of Supervisors to discuss and approve grant submittals in one motion at a 
Board meeting.  County policy dictates that the Board of Supervisors must approve all grant 
applications prior to submittal to the grantor. This applies to grants of all amounts, as well as to 
new grants and those that have been received by the County for many years as part of an 
ongoing grant.  Receipt of grants $50,000 or less is delegated to the County Executive Officer. 
Grant awards greater than $50,000 must be presented to the Board of Supervisors for receipt 
of funds.  This report allows for better tracking of county grant requests, the success rate of our 
grants, and monitoring of County’s grants activities.  It also serves to inform Orange County’s 
Sacramento and Washington, D.C. advocates of County grant activities involving the State or 
Federal Governments. 

On January 13, 2026, the Board of Supervisors will consider the following actions: 

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 

Approve grant applications/awards as proposed and other actions as recommended. 

ACTION ITEMS:  

1. Receive and File Grants Report

2. Approve Grant Award and Adopt Resolution – District Attorney – Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance and Unemployment Insurance Anti-Fraud Grant Program – $244,492

3. Approve Grant Application – John Wayne Airport – Airport Terminal Program (ATP) -
Vertical Conveyance Systems Improvements: Phase II & IV – $28,882,064

4. Approve Retroactive Grant Application – John Wayne Airport – Airport Improvement
Program (AIP) Primary & Cargo Entitlements - ARFF Stormwater & Materials Storage
Improvements – $130,923

5. Approve Retroactive Grant Application – OC Public Works – 2026 Nonpoint Source Grant
Program; Water Quality Improvement Implementation Strategy for the Lower San Juan
Creek Watershed – $250,000

6. Approve Retroactive Grant Award and Adopt Resolution – OC Public Works – Cooperative
Watershed Management Program; North and Central OC Watershed Management Area
Community Engagement FY 24 – $300,000

Attachment A
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If you or your staff have any questions or require additional information on any of the items 
in this report, please contact Andrea Foster at (714) 834-2009. 

7. Approve Retroactive Grant Award and Adopt Resolution – OC Public Works – Cooperative 
Watershed Management Program; South OC Watershed Management Area Community 
Engagement FY 24 – $280,000

8. Approve Grant Application – Sheriff-Coroner – FY26/27 California Office of Traffic Safety 
(OTS) for the Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) Grant – $750,000

9. Approve Grant Application – Sheriff-Coroner – FY26/27 Drug Prevalence in DUI Drivers –
$150,000

10. Approve Ratified Grant Application and Approve Award – Social Services Agency –
Bringing Families Home – $3,512,803

11. Approve Ratified Grant Application and Approve Award – Social Services Agency –
$4,279,299

Attachment A
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CEO-Legislative Affairs Office
Grant Authorization eForm

GRANT APPLICATION / GRANT AWARD

Today's Date: January 7, 2026

Requesting Agency/Department: District Attorney

Grant Name and Project Title: Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Unemployment Insurance
Anti-Fraud Grant Program

Sponsoring Organization/ Grant
Source:
(If the grant source is not a government entity,
please provide a brief description of the
organization/foundation)

California Governor's Office of Emergency Services

Application Amount Requested: $124,256

Application Due Date: July 28, 2023

Board Date when Board Approved
this Application: August 8, 2023

Awarded Funding Amount: $244,492

Notification Date of Funding
Awarded: January 2, 2026

Is this an Authorized Retroactive Grant Application/Award?   No

Recurrence of Grant:

N/A
If this is a recurring grant, please
list the funding amount applied for
and awarded in the past:

Does this grant require CEQA
findings? No

What Type of Grant is this? Award - Non-competitive allocation

County Match? No

How will the County Match be
fulfilled?
(Please include the specific budget)

Will the grant/program create new
part or full-time positions? No

Will this grant support a new or
existing program? Existing

Purpose of Grant Funds: Provide summary and brief background on why the Board of Supervisors should accept this grant
application/award, and how the grant will be implemented.

The purpose of the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) and Unemployment Insurance (UI) Anti-Fraud
Grant Program is to provide funding to district attorneys for the investigation and prosecution of PUA/UI fraud
crimes, which spiked during the COVID-19 pandemic emergencies.  District attorneys are encouraged to work
with county and/or municipal law enforcement agencies on investigatory work related to PUA/UI fraud crimes,
and then successfully prosecute these cases.  

No

N/A

Attachment A
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After submitting the initial grant application for the allocation of $124,256, the Orange County District Attorney's
office (OCDA) was notified that Cal OES had additional funding for the grant program.  Cal OES increased the
Orange County allocation to $164,492 on October 31, 2023.   On January 2, 2026, Cal OES granted $80,000 in
additional funding, increasing the total grant amount from $164,492 to $244,492.  OCDA requests Board
Approval to accept the grant subaward amendment in the new amount of $244,492 to continue the program, and
sign and execute the Grant Subaward Agreement.

Grant Funds will support a specialized team within the Major Fraud Unit consisting of a deputy district attorney,
paralegal, and senior accountant to continue its work in identifying, investigating, and prosecuting those who
engage in fraudulent activities relating to PUA and UI fraud crimes.

Board Resolution Required?

Deputy County Counsel Name:

Yes

James Steinmann

Recommended Action(s)
(Please specify below)

Cal OES requires the Orange County District Attorney to submit a Board Resolution.  County Counsel has
reviewed and approved the attached Board Resolution.

1. Authorize the District Attorney or his designee, to sign and execute, on behalf of the County of Orange, the
Grant Agreement with Cal OES accepting the grant award of $244,492 for the FY 25-26 grant period ending on
3/31/26.

2. Authorize the District Attorney, or his designee, to execute, on behalf of the County of Orange, any
extensions or amendments that reflect the actual grant award but do not materially alter the terms of the grant
award.

3. Adopt the Resolution to receive funds for the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Unemployment
Insurance Anti-Fraud Grant Program.

Department Contact: List the name and contact information (telephone, email) of the person to be contacted for further
information.

Matthew Pettit  (714) 347-8440  matthew.pettit@ocdapa.org 

Name of individual attending the
Board Meeting: List the name of the individual who will be attending the Board Meeting for this Grant item:

Matthew Pettit

Attachment A
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Resolution No.__________, Item No._________ 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Unemployment Insurance – FY 2025/26 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

January 13, 2026 

WHEREAS, the County of Orange desires to undertake its project designated “Pandemic 

Unemployment Assistance and Unemployment Insurance Anti-Fraud Grant Program” to be 

funded from funds made available through the California State Budget, administered by the 

California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (hereafter referred to as Cal OES).   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Board does hereby: 

1. Authorize the Orange County District Attorney, or Director of Administration, or

Senior Fiscal Manager, to sign and execute, and take any other actions necessary

for the purpose of entering on behalf of the County of Orange, a Grant Award

Agreement with Cal OES for the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and

Unemployment Insurance Anti-Fraud Grant Program, effective from July 1, 2023,

to March 31, 2026, in the amount not to exceed $244,492.

2. Assure that the County of Orange assumes any liability arising out of the

performance of this Grant Award Agreement, including civil court actions for

damages.  The State of California and Cal OES disclaim responsibility for any

such liability.

3. Assure that the County of Orange will not use grant funds to supplant

expenditures controlled by the Board of Supervisors.

4. Find that the proposed project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to 14 C.C.R.

15061(b)(3) because it does not impose a significant effect on the environment.

Attachment B
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CEO-Legislative Affairs Office
Grant Authorization eForm

GRANT APPLICATION / GRANT AWARD

Today's Date: January 7, 2026

Requesting Agency/Department: John Wayne Airport

Grant Name and Project Title: Airport Terminal Program (ATP) - Vertical Conveyance Systems
Improvements: Phase II & IV

Sponsoring Organization/ Grant
Source:
(If the grant source is not a government entity,
please provide a brief description of the
organization/foundation)

Federal Aviation Administration

Application Amount Requested: $28,882,064

Application Due Date: January 15, 2026

Board Date when Board Approved
this Application:

Awarded Funding Amount: N/A

Notification Date of Funding
Awarded:

Is this an Authorized Retroactive Grant Application/Award?   No

Recurrence of Grant: Yes

If this is a recurring grant, please
list the funding amount applied for
and awarded in the past:

Grant 62 - $10,600,000 - Vertical Conveyance Systems Improvement -
Phase I - Awarded

Does this grant require CEQA
findings? No

What Type of Grant is this? Application - Competitive

County Match? Yes

How will the County Match be
fulfilled?
(Please include the specific budget)

The grant will fund eligible costs up to 80% ($28,882,064) and the
grantee share is 20% ($7,220,516) which will come out of John Wayne
Airport's Fund 281 - Airport Construction Fund.

Will the grant/program create new
part or full-time positions? No

Will this grant support a new or
existing program?

Purpose of Grant Funds: Provide summary and brief background on why the Board of Supervisors should accept this grant
application/award, and how the grant will be implemented.

The grant will reimburse costs for the Vertical Conveyance Systems Improvement Project: Phase II & IV. The
project scope includes the replacement and/or modernization of all elevators and remaining escalators in
Terminals A, B, & C

N/A

N/A

N/A

Attachment A
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Board Resolution Required?

Deputy County Counsel Name:

No

Recommended Action(s)
(Please specify below)

Authorize the Airport Director, or designee to apply for the Airport Terminal Program Grant with the FAA and 
execute any forms needed in the application process

Department Contact: List the name and contact information (telephone, email) of the person to be contacted for further
information.

Charlene Reynolds  949-252-5183  CReynolds@ocair.com 

Name of individual attending the
Board Meeting: List the name of the individual who will be attending the Board Meeting for this Grant item:

Charlene Reynolds

Attachment A
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CEO-Legislative Affairs Office
Grant Authorization eForm

GRANT APPLICATION / GRANT AWARD

Today's Date: January 7, 2026

Requesting Agency/Department: John Wayne Airport

Grant Name and Project Title: Airport Improvement Program (AIP) Primary & Cargo Entitlements -
ARFF Stormwater & Materials Storage Improvements

Sponsoring Organization/ Grant
Source:
(If the grant source is not a government entity,
please provide a brief description of the
organization/foundation)

Federal Aviation Administration

Application Amount Requested: $130,923

Application Due Date: December 31, 2025

Board Date when Board Approved
this Application:

Awarded Funding Amount: N/A

Notification Date of Funding
Awarded:

Is this an Authorized Retroactive Grant Application/Award?   Retroactive

Recurrence of Grant: Yes

If this is a recurring grant, please
list the funding amount applied for
and awarded in the past:

Grant 59 - $695,527 - Vertical Conveyance Systems Improvement -
Escalator I - Awarded

Grant 60 - $4,277,415 - Vertical Conveyance Systems Improvement -
Escalator I & IV - Awarded

Grant 61 - $1,949,581 - Airport Power Generation & Distribution
Upgrades - Awarded

Does this grant require CEQA
findings? No

What Type of Grant is this? Application - Non Competitive

County Match? Yes

How will the County Match be
fulfilled?
(Please include the specific budget)

The grant will fund eligible costs up to 80.59% ($130,923) and the
grantee share is 19.41% ($31,533) which will come out of John Wayne
Airport's Fund 281 - Airport Construction Fund.

Will the grant/program create new
part or full-time positions? No

Will this grant support a new or
existing program?

Purpose of Grant Funds: Provide summary and brief background on why the Board of Supervisors should accept this grant
application/award, and how the grant will be implemented.

N/A

N/A

N/A

Attachment A
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The grant will reimburse eligible costs for the Airport Rescue & Fire Fighting (ARFF) Stormwater & Materials
Storage Improvements Project. This project will enable John Wayne Airport to comply with the No Exposure
Certification (NEC) for stormwater as described in the Industrial General Permit (State Water Board Order 2014-
0057-DWQ).

Board Resolution Required?

Deputy County Counsel Name:

No

Recommended Action(s)
(Please specify below)

Authorize the Airport Director or designee to apply for the AIP Grant with the FAA and execute any forms needed
in the application process. John Wayne Airport plans to return to the Board with a request to accept funding when
the grant application is awarded.

Department Contact: List the name and contact information (telephone, email) of the person to be contacted for further
information.

Charlene Reynolds  949-252-5171  CReynolds@ocair.com 

Name of individual attending the
Board Meeting: List the name of the individual who will be attending the Board Meeting for this Grant item:

Charlene Reynolds

Attachment A

Page 10 of 33 



Date: January 6, 2025

To: Michelle Aguirre
County Executive Officer

From: Kevin Onuma
Director/Orange County Public Works

Subject: Retroactive Request to Apply for the State Water Resources Control 
Board 2026 Nonpoint Source Grant Program

This memo is being submitted to request that the County Executive Officer place the 
subject grant application on January 13, 2026, Board of Supervisors Meeting Agenda. 
Orange County Public Works requests retroactive approval for this State Water Resources 
Control Board grant opportunity.

If successful, this grant would provide funding instrumental in the assessment of 
stormwater runoff capture opportunities in the San Juan Creek Watershed. In partnership 
with Santa Margarita Water District, these studies will allow the County to prioritize urban 
runoff capture projects that would aim to improve water quality in the watershed, which 
fall under the Revised Total Maximum Daily Loads for Indicator Bacteria, Project I 
Twenty Beaches and Creeks in the San Diego Region. The projects identified by the study 

augmentation, enhance natural ecosystems, and reduce stream erosion and local flooding. 

The awarded grant funds will be used to identify, evaluate, and plan for projects to capture 
stormwater for the lower San Juan Creek Watershed, including Trabuco Creek, Oso Creek, 
and Horno Creek and guide the development and implementation of green stormwater 
infrastructure in the watershed.

If you have any questions about the grant, please contact Grant Sharp, Manager South 
OC Watershed Management Area, (714) 955-0633

Thank you for your consideration,

Kevin Onuma
Orange County Public Works
Director

Attachment A
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CEO-Legislative Affairs Office
Grant Authorization eForm

GRANT APPLICATION / GRANT AWARD

Today's Date: January 7, 2026

Requesting Agency/Department: OC Public Works

Grant Name and Project Title: 2026 Nonpoint Source Grant Program; Water Quality Improvement
Implementation Strategy for the Lower San Juan Creek Watershed

Sponsoring Organization/ Grant
Source:
(If the grant source is not a government entity,
please provide a brief description of the
organization/foundation)

State Water Resources Control Board

Application Amount Requested: $250,000

Application Due Date: December 19, 2025

Board Date when Board Approved
this Application:

Awarded Funding Amount: N/A

Notification Date of Funding
Awarded:

Is this an Authorized Retroactive Grant Application/Award?   Retroactive

Recurrence of Grant: No

If this is a recurring grant, please
list the funding amount applied for
and awarded in the past:

N/A

Does this grant require CEQA
findings? Yes

What Type of Grant is this? Application - Competitive

County Match? Yes

How will the County Match be
fulfilled?
(Please include the specific budget)

For the 25% match, there is $62,500 budgeted for preparation of
conceptual plans and feasibility studies for grant funded water quality
improvement projects that will help achieve regulatory compliance.

Will the grant/program create new
part or full-time positions? No

Will this grant support a new or
existing program?

Purpose of Grant Funds: Provide summary and brief background on why the Board of Supervisors should accept this grant
application/award, and how the grant will be implemented.

In partnership with the Santa Margarita Water District, we aim to complete an urban runoff capture study for the
San Juan Creek Watershed that would identify, evaluate, and plan for projects to capture stormwater. The study
will then guide the development and implementation of green stormwater infrastructure systems at prioritized
locations identified by the first part of the study.

N/A

N/A

N/A

Attachment A
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Board Resolution Required?

Deputy County Counsel Name:

No

Recommended Action(s)
(Please specify below)

Authorize the Director of OC Public Works or designee to submit, on behalf of the County of Orange, a grant 
application the State Water Resources Control Board 2026 Nonpoint Source Grant Program for an amount of 
$250,000 for the preparation of conceptual plans and feasibility studies in the San Juan Creek Watershed. 

Department Contact: List the name and contact information (telephone, email) of the person to be contacted for further
information.

Grant Sharp  714-955-0633  Grant.Sharp@ocpw.ocgov.com  
Michael Mori  714-955-0686  Michael.Mori@ocpw.ocgov.com

Name of individual attending the
Board Meeting: List the name of the individual who will be attending the Board Meeting for this Grant item:

Kevin Onuma
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Date: January 6, 2025

To: Michelle Aguirre
County Executive Officer

From: Kevin Onuma
Director/Orange County Public Works

Subject: Retroactive Request to Accept Grant Award from the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation Cooperative Watershed Management Program North 
and Central Orange County Watershed Management Area

This memo is being submitted to request that the County Executive Officer place the 
subject grant application on the January 13, 2026, Board of Supervisors Meeting Agenda.
Orange County Public Works requests retroactive approval to accept grant funding 
awarded by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, under the 
Cooperative Watershed Management Program.

In September 2024, OC Public Works submitted a grant application for the North and 
Central Orange County Watershed Management Area Stakeholder Outreach and 
Engagement Project. On November 28, 2025, OC Public Works was notified that the 
project was awarded $300,000 in grant funding, subject to execution of a Grant 
Agreement.

The Cooperative Watershed Management Program provides funding to local watershed 
groups to support collaborative, stakeholder-driven approaches to addressing regional 
water resource challenges. Grant funds will be used to support community engagement, 
stakeholder coordination, and watershed planning activities within the North and Central 
Orange County Watershed Management Area. These efforts will strengthen regional 
collaboration, address gaps in stakeholder participation, and advance integrated water 

Water Management Plan.

If you have any questions regarding this grant award, please contact James Fortuna, 
Manager North and Central OC Watershed Management Area, at (714) 955-0680.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kevin Onuma
Director
Orange County Public Works
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CEO-Legislative Affairs Office
Grant Authorization eForm

GRANT APPLICATION / GRANT AWARD

Today's Date: January 8, 2026

Requesting Agency/Department: OC Public Works

Grant Name and Project Title: Cooperative Watershed Management Program; North and Central OC
Watershed Management Area Community Engagement FY 24

Sponsoring Organization/ Grant
Source:
(If the grant source is not a government entity,
please provide a brief description of the
organization/foundation)

US Bureau of Reclamation

Application Amount Requested: $300,000

Application Due Date: September 3, 2024

Board Date when Board Approved
this Application: August 27, 2024

Awarded Funding Amount: $300,000

Notification Date of Funding
Awarded: November 28, 2025

Is this an Authorized Retroactive Grant Application/Award?   Retroactive

Recurrence of Grant:

N/A
If this is a recurring grant, please
list the funding amount applied for
and awarded in the past:

Does this grant require CEQA
findings? No

What Type of Grant is this? Award - Competitive

County Match? No

How will the County Match be
fulfilled?
(Please include the specific budget)

Will the grant/program create new
part or full-time positions? No

Will this grant support a new or
existing program? Existing

Purpose of Grant Funds: Provide summary and brief background on why the Board of Supervisors should accept this grant
application/award, and how the grant will be implemented.

The Cooperative Watershed Management Grant Program provides funding to local watershed groups to
encourage diverse stakeholders to develop collaborative solutions to address water resource needs. This
proposal will support community engagement on watershed planning activities. The inclusion of diverse
stakeholders is a critical gap this grant seeks to address.

No

N/A
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Board Resolution Required?

Deputy County Counsel Name:

Yes

Julia Woo

Recommended Action(s)
(Please specify below)

1. Authorize the Director of of OC Public Works, or designee, to accept grant funds.

2. Adopt resolution authorizing the Director of OC Public Works, or designee, to accept grant funds from the
Cooperative Watershed Management Program, in the amount of $300,000, and to negotiate and execute a
Grant Agreement with the U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Reclamation and to approve minor
amendments and minor modifications to the Grant Agreement as needed in future and to certify that the County
of Orange has and will comply with all applicable federal statutory and regulatory requirements for this grant.

Department Contact: List the name and contact information (telephone, email) of the person to be contacted for further
information.

James Fortuna  714-955-0680  James.Fortuna@ocpw.ocgov.com  Beatrice Musacchia or Christy Suppes  714-
955-0612; 714-955-0673  Beatrice.Musacchia@ocpw.ocgov.com; Christy.Suppes@ocpw.ocgov.com

Name of individual attending the
Board Meeting: List the name of the individual who will be attending the Board Meeting for this Grant item:

Kevin Onuma
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Resolution No.__________, Item No._________ 
Cooperative Watershed Management Program FY24; North and Central OC Watershed Management Area 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

January 13, 2026 

WHEREAS, a goal of OC Public Works is to protect surface water quality through 
collaborative water resource management strategies; and 

WHEREAS, the North Orange County Integrated Regional Water Management Group 
for the North and Central Orange County Watershed Management Areas (IRWM Group) was 
formed with cities and water/special districts located within the Santa Ana Regional Water 
Quality Control Board boundary; and 

WHEREAS, OC Public Works leads the IRWM Group in administering the North 
Orange County Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Plan pursuant to Senate Bill 
1672 (SB 1672), known as the Integrated Regional Water Management Planning Act of 2002, 
approved by the Governor on September 20, 2002, to encourage local agencies to work 
cooperatively to manage local and imported water supplies to improve the quality, quantity, and 
reliability; and  

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Reclamation administers the 
Cooperative Watershed Management Program to provide grant funding to local watershed 
groups to support diverse stakeholder engagement in development of collaborative solutions to 
address their water management needs; and 

WHEREAS, in September 2024 OC Public Works submitted a grant application to the 
Cooperative Watershed Management Program for the North and Central Orange County 
Watershed Management Area Stakeholder Outreach and Engagement Project (may be referred as 
“Project”); and 

WHEREAS, OC Public Works was notified that the Project was awarded a grant of 
$300,000, subject to a Grant Agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Board does hereby: 
1. Authorize the Director of OC Public Works, or designee, to accept grant funds

from the Cooperative Watershed Management Program, in the amount of
$300,000, and to negotiate and execute a Grant Agreement with the U.S.
Department of the Interior Bureau of Reclamation and to approve minor
amendments and minor modifications to the Grant Agreement as needed in future.
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Resolution No.__________, Item No._________ 
Cooperative Watershed Management Program FY24; North and Central OC Watershed Management Area 

2. Authorize the Director of OC Public Works, or designee, to certify that the
County of Orange has and will comply with all applicable federal statutory and
regulatory requirements for this grant.
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Date: January 6, 2025

To: Michelle Aguirre
County Executive Officer

From: Kevin Onuma
Director/Orange County Public Works

Subject: Retroactive Request to Accept Grant Award from the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation Cooperative Watershed Management Program South 
Orange County Watershed Management Area

This memo is being submitted to request that the County Executive Officer place the 
subject grant application on the January 13, 2026, Board of Supervisors Meeting Agenda.
Orange County Public Works requests retroactive approval to accept grant funding 
awarded by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, under the 
Cooperative Watershed Management Program.

In September 2024, OC Public Works submitted a grant application for the South Orange 
County Watershed Management Area Stakeholder Outreach and Engagement Project. On 
November 28, 2025, OC Public Works was notified that the project was awarded $280,000 
in grant funding, subject to execution of a Grant Agreement.

The Cooperative Watershed Management Program provides funding to local watershed 
groups to support inclusive, collaborative approaches to water resource management. 
Grant funds will be used to facilitate stakeholder engagement, outreach, and watershed 
planning activities within the South Orange County Watershed Management Area. These 
activities will enhance coordination among local agencies and community partners, 
support development of collaborative watershed solutions, and advance regional water 
quality a
Water Management Plan.

If you have any questions regarding this grant award, please contact Grant Sharp, Manager 
South OC Watershed Management Area, at (714) 955-0633.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kevin Onuma
Director
Orange County Public Works
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CEO-Legislative Affairs Office
Grant Authorization eForm

GRANT APPLICATION / GRANT AWARD

Today's Date: January 8, 2026

Requesting Agency/Department: OC Public Works

Grant Name and Project Title: Cooperative Watershed Management Program; South OC Watershed
Management Area Community Engagement FY 24

Sponsoring Organization/ Grant
Source:
(If the grant source is not a government entity,
please provide a brief description of the
organization/foundation)

US Bureau of Reclamation

Application Amount Requested: $280,000

Application Due Date: September 3, 2024

Board Date when Board Approved
this Application: August 27, 2024

Awarded Funding Amount: $280,000

Notification Date of Funding
Awarded: November 28, 2025

Is this an Authorized Retroactive Grant Application/Award?   Retroactive

Recurrence of Grant:

N/A
If this is a recurring grant, please
list the funding amount applied for
and awarded in the past:

Does this grant require CEQA
findings? No

What Type of Grant is this? Award - Competitive

County Match? No

How will the County Match be
fulfilled?
(Please include the specific budget)

Will the grant/program create new
part or full-time positions? No

Will this grant support a new or
existing program? Existing

Purpose of Grant Funds: Provide summary and brief background on why the Board of Supervisors should accept this grant
application/award, and how the grant will be implemented.

The Cooperative Watershed Management Grant Program provides funding to local watershed groups to
encourage diverse stakeholders to develop collaborative solutions to address water resource needs. This
proposal will support community engagement on watershed planning activities. The inclusion of diverse
stakeholders is a critical gap this grant seeks to address.

No

N/A
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Board Resolution Required?

Deputy County Counsel Name:

Yes

Julia Woo

Recommended Action(s)
(Please specify below)

1. Authorize the Director of OC Public Works, or designee, to accept the grant funds.

2. Authorize the Director of OC Public Works, or designee, to accept grant funds from the Cooperative
Watershed Management Program, in the amount of $280,000, and to negotiate and execute a Grant
Agreement with the U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Reclamation and to approve minor
amendments and minor modifications to the Grant Agreement as needed in future and to certify that the
County of Orange has and will comply with all applicable federal statutory and regulatory requirements
for this grant.

Department Contact: List the name and contact information (telephone, email) of the person to be contacted for further
information.

Grant Sharp  714-955-0633  Grant.Sharp@ocpw.ocgov.com  Beatrice Musacchia or Michael Mori  714-955-0612
714-955-0686  Beatrice.Musacchia@ocpw.ocgov.com or Michael.Mori@ocpw.ocgov.com

Name of individual attending the
Board Meeting: List the name of the individual who will be attending the Board Meeting for this Grant item:

Kevin Onuma
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Resolution No.__________, Item No._________ 
Cooperative Watershed Management Program FY24; South OC Watershed Management Area 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 

ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

January 13, 2026 

WHEREAS, a goal of OC Public Works is to protect surface water quality through 

collaborative water resource management strategies; and 

WHEREAS, the South Orange County Integrated Regional Water Management Group 

(IRWM Group) was formed with cities and water/special districts located within the San Diego 

Regional Water Quality Control Board boundary; and  

WHEREAS, OC Public Works leads the IRWM Group in administering the South 

Orange County Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Plan pursuant to Senate Bill 

1672 (SB 1672) known as the Integrated Regional Water Management Planning Act of 2002, 

approved by the Governor on September 20, 2002 to encourage local agencies to work 

cooperatively to manage local and imported water supplies to improve the quality, quantity, and 

reliability; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Interior Bureau of Reclamation administers the 

Cooperative Watershed Management Program, to provide grant funding to local watershed 

groups to support diverse stakeholder engagement in development of collaborative solutions to 

address their water management needs; and 

WHEREAS, in September 2024 OC Public Works submitted a grant application to the 

Cooperative Watershed Management Program for the South Orange County Watershed 

Management Area Stakeholder Outreach and Engagement Project (may be referred as “Project”); 

and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Board does hereby: 

1. Authorize the Director of OC Public Works, or designee, to accept grant funds

from the Cooperative Watershed Management Program, in the amount of

$280,000, and to negotiate and execute a Grant Agreement with the U.S.

Department of the Interior Bureau of Reclamation and to approve minor

amendments and minor modifications to the Grant Agreement as needed in future.
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Resolution No.__________, Item No._________ 
Cooperative Watershed Management Program FY24; South OC Watershed Management Area 

2. Authorize the Director of OC Public Works, or designee, to certify that the

County of Orange has and will comply with all applicable federal statutory and

regulatory requirements for this grant.
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CEO-Legislative Affairs Office
Grant Authorization eForm

GRANT APPLICATION / GRANT AWARD

Today's Date: December 26, 2025

Requesting Agency/Department: Sheriff-Coroner

Grant Name and Project Title: FY26/27 California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) for the Selective Traffic
Enforcement Program (STEP) Grant

Sponsoring Organization/ Grant
Source:
(If the grant source is not a government entity,
please provide a brief description of the
organization/foundation)

California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) through the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration

Application Amount Requested: $750,000

Application Due Date: January 31, 2026

Board Date when Board Approved
this Application: N/A

Awarded Funding Amount: N/A

Notification Date of Funding
Awarded:

Is this an Authorized Retroactive Grant Application/Award?   No

Recurrence of Grant: Yes

If this is a recurring grant, please
list the funding amount applied for
and awarded in the past:

Grant Term Amount
10/01/21 – 09/30/22 $500,500
10/01/22 – 09/30/23 $550,000
10/01/23 – 09/30/24 $572,000
10/01/24 – 09/30/25 $610,000
10/01/25 – 09/30/26 $750,000

Does this grant require CEQA
findings? No

What Type of Grant is this? Application - Competitive

County Match? No

How will the County Match be
fulfilled?
(Please include the specific budget)

Will the grant/program create new
part or full-time positions? No

Will this grant support a new or
existing program? Existing

Purpose of Grant Funds: Provide summary and brief background on why the Board of Supervisors should accept this grant
application/award, and how the grant will be implemented.

N/A

N/A
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The Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) grant will support the Orange County Sheriff's Department's
ongoing enforcement and education programs to help reduce the number of serious injuries and deaths on our
roads. The STEP grant will also provide officer training on traffic safety to reduce dangerous driving behaviors,
prevent crashes, and strengthen our commitment to encourage people in our community to prioritize safety in our
community and California roads. 

Board Resolution Required?

Deputy County Counsel Name:

No

Recommended Action(s)
(Please specify below)

Authorize the Sheriff-Coroner, or designee, to apply for and sign all the necessary grant application documents 
required by the California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) for the Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) 
Grant.

Department Contact: List the name and contact information (telephone, email) of the person to be contacted for further
information.

Sergeant Kyle Ishii  (949) 425-1886  kishii@ocsheriff.gov  
Deputy Garrett Eggert  (949) 425-1887  geggert@ocsheriff.gov

Name of individual attending the
Board Meeting: List the name of the individual who will be attending the Board Meeting for this Grant item:

Sergeant Kyle Ishii / Deputy Garrett Eggert
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CEO-Legislative Affairs Office
Grant Authorization eForm

GRANT APPLICATION / GRANT AWARD

Today's Date: January 8, 2026

Requesting Agency/Department: Sheriff-Coroner

Grant Name and Project Title: FY26/27 Drug Prevalence in DUI Drivers

Sponsoring Organization/ Grant
Source:
(If the grant source is not a government entity,
please provide a brief description of the
organization/foundation)

California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) through the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration

Application Amount Requested: $150,000

Application Due Date: January 31, 2026

Board Date when Board Approved
this Application: N/A

Awarded Funding Amount: N/A

Notification Date of Funding
Awarded:

Is this an Authorized Retroactive Grant Application/Award?   No

Recurrence of Grant: Yes

If this is a recurring grant, please
list the funding amount applied for
and awarded in the past:

Does this grant require CEQA
findings? No

What Type of Grant is this? Application - Competitive

County Match? No

How will the County Match be
fulfilled?
(Please include the specific budget)

Will the grant/program create new
part or full-time positions? No

Will this grant support a new or
existing program? Existing

N/A

N/A
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Purpose of Grant Funds: Provide summary and brief background on why the Board of Supervisors should accept this grant
application/award, and how the grant will be implemented.

The Drug Prevalence in DUI Drivers program will allow for the continued testing of all blood samples collected
from individuals arrested for DUI, along with testing for the presence of drugs, regardless of the tested blood
alcohol concentration (BAC). This grant program will also improve services by funding training and overtime for
current staff at the Orange County Crime Lab.

Board Resolution Required?

Deputy County Counsel Name:

No

Recommended Action(s)
(Please specify below)

Authorize the Sheriff-Coroner, or designee, to apply for and sign all necessary grant application documents
required for submitting the grant application to the California Office of Traffic Safety. 

Department Contact: List the name and contact information (telephone, email) of the person to be contacted for further
information.

Director Stephanie Callian  (714) 834-6380  scallian@ocsheriff.gov  
Senior Manager Erin Nixt  (714) 834-4510  enixt@ocsheriff.gov

Name of individual attending the
Board Meeting: List the name of the individual who will be attending the Board Meeting for this Grant item:

Director Stephanie Callian / Senior Manager Erin Nixt
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M E M O

12/29/2025

To:  Michelle Aguirre, County Executive Officer 

From:  An Tran, Director, Social Services Agency 

Re:  Bringing Families Home

Subject: Request to Approve Ratification Grant Application and Accept Award

This memo is being submitted to request that the CEO place the subject grant award on 
the January 13, 2026, Board of Supervisors (Board) Meeting Agenda. The Social 
Services Agency (SSA) requests ratified approval as the California Department of Social 
Services released an All County Welfare Directors Letter (ACWDL) on November 3, 2025, 
with an application submission deadline of December 15, 2025. Due to the holiday 
schedule, this request for award approval could not be submitted until after the 30-day 
notification deadline.  

SSA now requests ratified approval to apply for and simultaneously receive the award in 
the amount of $3,512,803 which is the allocation amount for Orange County stated in the 
ACWDL.

If you have any questions about the grant, please contact Denise Gallon at (714) 541-
7717. 

Thank you, 

   12/29/25 

Department Head or Designee Date

Approved:
Michelle Aguirre, County 

Executive Officer
Date
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CEO-Legislative Affairs Office
Grant Authorization eForm

GRANT APPLICATION / GRANT AWARD

Today's Date: January 8, 2026

Requesting Agency/Department: Social Services Agency

Grant Name and Project Title: Bringing Families Home

Sponsoring Organization/ Grant
Source:
(If the grant source is not a government entity,
please provide a brief description of the
organization/foundation)

California Department of Social Services

Application Amount Requested: $3,512,803

Application Due Date: December 15, 2025

Board Date when Board Approved
this Application:

N/A

Awarded Funding Amount: $3,512,803

Notification Date of Funding
Awarded: November 3, 2025

Is this an Authorized Retroactive Grant Application/Award?   Ratified

Recurrence of Grant: Yes

If this is a recurring grant, please
list the funding amount applied for
and awarded in the past:

FY 2019-20 Requested: $1,080,000 FY
2019-20 Awarded: $812,160

FY 2021-22 Requested: $3,609,346

FY 2021-22 Awarded: $3,609,346. Plus, a $108,051 augmentation for
7/1/2021-6/30/2024
FY 2022-23 Requested: $3,609,346
FY 2022-23 Awarded: $3,609,346. Plus, a $78,676 augmentation from
7/1/2022-6/30/2025

Does this grant require CEQA
findings? No

What Type of Grant is this? Other - Non Competitive

County Match? No

How will the County Match be
fulfilled?
(Please include the specific budget)

Will the grant/program create new
part or full-time positions? No

Will this grant support a new or
existing program? Existing

Purpose of Grant Funds: Provide summary and brief background on why the Board of Supervisors should accept this grant
application/award, and how the grant will be implemented.

N/A
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The California Department of Social Services released an All County Welfare Directors Letter on November 3, 
2025, notifying counties of available funding appropriated in the Budget Act of 2025 to establish, continue, and 
expand housing and homelessness assistance and prevention through the Bringing Families Home (BFH) 
program. The Budget Act of 2025 appropriated a total of $81 million in General Funds for FY 2025-28. A non-
competitive allocation in the amount of $3,512,803 is available to the County of Orange for the expenditure upon 
award to June 30, 2028.

BFH offers financial assistance and housing-related wrap-around supports to families receiving child welfare 
services experiencing or at risk of homelessness to increase family reunification and prevent foster care 
placement. Supportive services include: rental assistance, housing navigation, case management, security 
deposits, utility payments, moving costs, hotel and motel vouchers, and credit repair. The program has 
supported building partnerships between child welfare systems and the greater homelessness response system, 
resulting in more coordinated, efficient, and effective services. BFH has also increased homeless data tracking 
by utilizing and collaborating with the Orange County Continuum of Care, the Orange County Coordinated Entry 
System, and the Homeless Management Information System. The current BFH contract was approved by the 
Board on May 23, 2023, for the term of July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2025, renewable for an additional three-
year term. On April 22, 2025, the Board approved an amendment to renew for an additional one-year term of 
July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026, renewable for an additional two-year term.

Ratification of this application will allow for continuity and development of BFH services and provide a 
needed resource to the System of Care as the County continues to address homelessness in our community.

The County of Orange Social Services Agency (SSA) must submit a Director’s Certification to accept the 
allocation of $3,512,803 by December 15, 2025. Funds not accepted by counties will be eligible for redistribution 
to counties that are willing to accept the additional funds. SSA will bring back any award agreement received 
after the application submission for Board approval.

Board Resolution Required?

Deputy County Counsel Name:

No

Recommended Action(s)
(Please specify below)

Ratify SSA's application and approve acceptance of the Bringing Families Home allocation in the amount of 
$3,512,803 and authorize the Social Services Agency Director or designee to execute an agreement with the 
California Department of Social Services to administer the Bringing Families Home funds.

Department Contact: List the name and contact information (telephone, email) of the person to be contacted for further
information.

An Tran  714-541-7708  An.Tran@ssa.ocgov.com 

Name of individual attending the
Board Meeting: List the name of the individual who will be attending the Board Meeting for this Grant item:

An Tran
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M E M O

1/5/2026

To: Michelle Aguirre, County Executive Officer 

From: An Tran, Director, Social Services Agency 

Re: Home Safe Program

Subject: Request to Approve Ratification Grant Application and Accept Award

This memo is being submitted to request that the CEO place the subject grant award on 
the January 13, 2026, Board of Supervisors (Board) Meeting Agenda. The Social 
Services Agency (SSA) requests ratified approval as the California Department of Social 
Services released an All County Welfare Directors Letter (ACWDL) on November 3, 2025, 
with an application submission deadline of December 10, 2025. Due to the holiday 
schedule, there were no available Board meetings and this request for award approval 
could not be submitted until after the application deadline.  

SSA now requests ratified approval to apply for and simultaneously receive the award in 
the amount of $4,279,299 which is the allocation amount for Orange County stated in the 
ACWDL.

If you have any questions about the grant, please contact Kimberly Banfield at (714) 245-
4598. 

Thank you, 

1/5/26

Department Head or Designee Date

Approved:
Michelle Aguirre

County Executive Officer
Date
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CEO-Legislative Affairs Office
Grant Authorization eForm

GRANT APPLICATION / GRANT AWARD

Today's Date: January 8, 2026

Requesting Agency/Department: Social Services Agency

Grant Name and Project Title: Home Safe Program

Sponsoring Organization/ Grant
Source:
(If the grant source is not a government entity,
please provide a brief description of the
organization/foundation)

California Department of Social Services

Application Amount Requested:

December 10, 2025Application Due Date:

Board Date when Board Approved
this Application:

Awarded Funding Amount: $4,279,299

Notification Date of Funding
Awarded: November 3, 2025

Is this an Authorized Retroactive Grant Application/Award?   Ratified

Recurrence of Grant: Yes

If this is a recurring grant, please
list the funding amount applied for
and awarded in the past:

2021-22 Applied: $4,745,914
2021-22 Awarded: $4,745,914
2022-23Budget Act 2021 reappropriated funds for use by 6.30.25
2025-26 Applied: $4,279,299

Does this grant require CEQA
findings?

N/A

What Type of Grant is this? Other - Non Competitive

County Match? No

How will the County Match be
fulfilled?
(Please include the specific budget)

Will the grant/program create new
part or full-time positions? Yes

Will this grant support a new or
existing program? Existing

Purpose of Grant Funds: Provide summary and brief background on why the Board of Supervisors should accept this grant
application/award, and how the grant will be implemented.

The Home Safe Program is a county-administered program dedicated to assisting individuals who have accepted
Adult Protective Services (APS), including those in the APS intake process, to prevent or address homelessness
and support their safety and housing stability.

Home Safe provides comprehensive housing related services to prevent homelessness and promote long-term
housing stability, including but not limited to, intensive case management, financial assistance, deep house-

$4,279,299

No

N/A
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cleaning, eviction prevention, and landlord mediation.

On November 3, 2025, the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) released the All County Welfare
Director Letter (ACWDL) notifying counties of the availability of $83.8 million in General Funds for FY 2025-26 for
the Home Safe Program. A noncompetitive one-time allocation amount of $4,279,299 is available to the County
for the expenditure period of July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2028. Applications were due to the state no later than
December 10, 2025.

Ratification of this application will allow for continuity and development of Home Safe services and provide a
needed resource to APS clients as the County continues to address homelessness in our community.

The Memorandum of Understanding between SSA and the County Executive Office for Home Safe collaboration
will be amended to include an updated term and budget once funds have been approved by the Board.

Board Resolution Required?

Deputy County Counsel Name:

No

Recommended Action(s)
(Please specify below)

Ratify SSA’s application and approve acceptance of the Home Safe Program allocation in the amount of
$4,279,299 and authorize the Social Services Agency Director or designee to execute an agreement with the 
California Department of Social Services to administer the Home Safe Program funds.

Department Contact: List the name and contact information (telephone, email) of the person to be contacted for further
information.

An Tran  714-541-7708  An.Tran@ssa.ocgov.com 

Name of individual attending the
Board Meeting: List the name of the individual who will be attending the Board Meeting for this Grant item:

An Tran
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This is for a term concurrent with the Supervisor's term of office.
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County of Orange 
Clerk of the Board 

MA-011-26010778 
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Subordinate Contract 
MA-011-26010778 

For 
PublicInput Speaker Management System 

THIS Subordinate Contract Number MA-011-26010778 for PublicInput Speaker Management 
System (“Subordinate Contract”) is made and entered into as of the date fully executed by and between the 
County of Orange, a political subdivision of the State of California, (“County”) and Carahsoft Technology 
Corporation (“Contractor”), with a place of business at 11493 Sunset Hills Road, Suite 100, Reston, VA 
20190, with County and Contractor sometimes referred to individually as “Party” or collectively as 
“Parties.” 

ATTACHMENTS 

This Subordinate Contract is comprised of this document and the following Attachments, which are 
attached hereto and incorporated by reference into this Contract: 

Attachment A – Scope of Work 

Attachment B - Payment and Compensation 

Attachment C - Master Cooperative Contract No. RCA-017-25010020 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, Region 4 Education Service Center and OMNIA Partners have issued Contract 
#R240303, hereinafter “Region 4/OMNIA Contract”, with Contractor for Software Solutions and Services, 
effective January 1, 2025, through and including December 31, 2027; and, 

WHEREAS, County and Contractor entered into a Regional Cooperative Agreement Number 
RCA-017-25010020 (hereinafter referred to as “RCA”) for Software Solutions and Services, effective 
February 24, 2025, through and including December 31, 2027, in accordance with the terms and conditions 
of the Region 4/OMNIA Contract; and, 

WHEREAS, County desires to enter into this Subordinate Contract with Contractor to provide 
County with Software Solutions and Services, specifically PublicInput Speaker Management System; and, 

WHEREAS, Contractor agrees to provide PublicInput Speaker Management System to County in 
accordance with the terms, conditions, scope of services, and pricing of this Subordinate Contract and the 
RCA; and, 

WHEREAS, County agrees to pay Contractor in accordance with Attachment B, Payment and 
Compensation, and Attachment C, the RCA. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties mutually agree to enter this Subordinate Contract as follows: 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Scope of Contract: 

This Subordinate Contract specifies the contractual terms and conditions by which Contractor shall provide 
PublicInput Speaker Management System services to County, in accordance with the RCA attached hereto 
as Attachment C. 

2. Term of Subordinate Contract: 

The term of this Subordinate Contract shall be effective upon the date fully executed by the Parties and 
continue through December 31, 2027, unless otherwise terminated as provided in this Contract. 

3. Renewal: 

This Subordinate Contract may only be renewed or extended by mutual agreement of the Parties and if the 
RCA is renewed or extended. 

4. Compensation and Payment: 

Contractor shall provide the PublicInput Speaker Management System services specified in Attachment A, 
Scope of Work, and at the pricing specified in Attachment B, Payment and Compensation. The maximum 
amount under this Subordinate Contract shall not exceed $218,041. 

5. Notices: 

Any and all notices, requests, demands and other communications contemplated, called for, permitted, or 
required to be given hereunder shall be in writing with a copy provided to the assigned Deputy Purchasing 
Agent (DPA), except through the course of the Parties’ Project Managers’ routine exchange of information 
and cooperation during the terms of the work and services.  Any written communications shall be deemed 
to have been duly given upon actual in-person delivery, if delivery is by direct hand, or upon delivery on 
the actual day of receipt or no greater than four (4) calendar days after being mailed by US certified or 
registered mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, whichever occurs first.  The date of mailing shall 
count as the first day.  All communications shall be addressed to the appropriate party at the address stated 
herein or such other address as the Parties hereto may designate by written notice from time to time in the 
manner aforesaid. 

  

Contractor: CARAHSOFT TECHNOLOGY CORPORATION 

Attn: Sean Mulloy 

Address: 11493 Sunset Hills Road, STE 100 

Reston, VA 20190 

Phone: (571) 662-3721 
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County's Project Manager: Clerk of the Board 

Attn: Ronald Galang 

Address: 400 W. Civic Center Dr. 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 

Phone: 714-834-7242 

Email:  Ronald.Galang@cob.oc.gov 

 
 
  
cc: County Executive Office - CPO/Procurement Services 

Attn: Carlos Alvarez, County DPA 

Address: 400 W. Civic Center Dr. 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 

Phone: (714) 834-7608 

Email:  carlos.alvarez@ceo.oc.gov 

  
  

Email:  Sean.Mulloy@carahsoft.com 

Subcontractor: PublicInput 

Attn: Jay Dawkins 

Address: 16 W Martin St Ste 812 

Raleigh, NC 27601-1341 

Phone: (919) 295-9051 

Email:  jay@publicinput.com 
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cc: County Executive Office - CPO/Procurement Services 

Attn: Mary Beth Anderson, County DPA 

Address: 400 W. Civic Center Dr. 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 

Phone: (714) 567-7428 

Email: marybeth.anderson@ceo.oc.gov 
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SIGNATURE PAGE 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Contract on the date following their 
respective signatures. 

  

Carahsoft Technology Corporation* 

  

Signature Name Title Date 
        
        
        
Signature Name Title Date 

  

 
COUNTY OF ORANGE, A political subdivision of the State of California 

COUNTY AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE: 

  

    Deputy Purchasing 
Agent 

  

Signature Name Title Date 
  

*  If Contractor is a corporation, two (2) signatures are required: one (1) signature by the Chairman of the 
Board, the President or any Vice President; and one (1) signature by the Secretary, any Assistant Secretary, 
the Chief Financial Officer or any Assistant Treasurer.  The signature of one person alone is sufficient to 
bind a corporation, as long as he or she holds corporate offices in each of the two categories described 
above.  For County purposes, proof of such dual office holding will be satisfied by having the individual 
sign the instrument twice, each time indicating his or her office that qualifies under the above described 
provision.  In the alternative, a single corporate signature is acceptable when accompanied by a corporate 
resolution demonstrating the legal authority of the signee to bind the corporation. 

  

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Office of the County Counsel 
County of Orange, California 

 
 

BY:____________________________  
                                                                                  County Counsel 
 

DATED:_______________________ 
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ATTACHMENT A - SCOPE OF WORK 

Contractor shall provide hardware, software and professional services to County for a hybrid public 
engagement platform designed to simplify participation, automate workflows, and ensure accessibility at 
all Orange County Board of Supervisor’s Board meetings, including regularly scheduled, special, and 
emergency meetings. 

The public engagement platform will be fully integrated into County’s existing meeting protocols and 
include coordination and defined procedures for public access. All resources necessary for implementation, 
onboarding, operation, testing, and maintenance—as outlined in this Attachment A, Scope of Work—are 
included in the price, including personnel required to achieve the following objectives: 

 Single intake for in-person and remote speakers by agenda item. 
 Accurate, real-time queue and time management aligned to Board rules. 
 Fast identification of phone and in-person speakers. 
 Transparent reporting with exportable records for public disclosure. 
 Compliance with SB 707 ensuring transparency and public engagement through two-way 

telephonic or audiovisual participation in all open meetings. 
 

Registration and Sign-In  

 Meeting Registration: A public-facing digital form enabling residents to register for a meeting, 
select their attendance method (in-person or remote), and optionally sign up to speak on specific 
agenda items. Staff benefit from automated confirmation messages and structured data prior to the 
meeting. 

 Meeting Sign-In Kiosks: Touchscreen or QR code check-in stations for in-person attendees. 
Kiosks sync immediately with the speaker list and allow on-site registration, eliminating paper 
sign-in sheets. Clerks can also mark attendees as checked in via the admin interface. 

 Custom Registration Form Builder: A flexible field builder that allows staff to create tailored 
registration requirements (e.g., ADA accommodations, district, affiliation, stance on an item). This 
supports compliance and data-collection needs without outside support.  
 

Comment and Input  

 Meeting Comment Box: An online comment form tied to a specific meeting. Can be enabled or 
disabled per meeting. Supports optional agenda item association and multilingual text.  

 Voicemail Comments: A dedicated phone line for residents to record comments. All recordings 
become part of the meeting record and are transcribed automatically.  

 Meeting Transcript: AI-generated, time-stamped transcription of all spoken public comments and 
Board actions during the meeting. This feature minimizes manual notetaking and enhances 
accuracy. 
 

Virtual Participation  

 Live Streaming: Embeds live video directly into the public meeting, allowing residents to watch 
and participate from a single location. 
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 Live Captions: Provides real-time captions during the meeting to meet ADA and accessibility 
standards. 

 Live Polling: Deploys interactive polls during a meeting to gather feedback in real time.  
 Live Digital Comments: Captures digital comment submissions during the meeting. Similar to 

speaker cards, comments feed directly into the meeting dashboard for review. 
 Phone Dial-In Access: Offers a managed phone line for remote speakers. The system recognizes 

callers based on their registration phone number and automatically places them in the correct queue. 
The system screens and marks phone speakers as present/ready, while unrecognized callers can 
raise their hand and be greeted in a private “huddle” to confirm identity. Staff can also speak one-
on-one with callers to manage unregistered participants. 
 

Agenda and Speakers  

 Agenda Sync (Legistar, OneMeeting, CivicClerk, or manual builder): Automatically imports 
agendas, including sections (consent, discussion, etc.) and item numbers. If an external system is 
not used, staff can build agendas manually with drag-and-drop tools.  

 Agenda Translation: Provides machine translation of public agenda content to meet multilingual 
access requirements.  

 Speaker Registration: Enables the public to register to speak on specific agenda items, including 
selecting stance (for, against, neutral). All selections feed directly into the live speaking queue.  

 Speaker Queue Management: A real-time management interface for clerks including: 
o Per-item queues with drag-and-drop reordering, hold/resume, and duplicate merging 
o “Consent agenda mode” with separate queue and combined reporting 
o One-click start/pause/reset speaker timer; pop-out timer view for chamber displays 
o Item-specific or section-wide speaker time limits 
o A display tracking:  

 Who is present  
 Who has spoken  
 Phone vs in-person attendees  
 Time remaining per item  
 Speaker order based on registration timestamp.  

 Meeting Reports: Real-time and post-meeting reporting for operational and archival purposes, 
including:  

o Speaker counts  
o For/against positions by agenda item  
o Attendance totals  
o Comment summaries  
o Full comment exports with transcripts 
o Post-meeting archive with immutable log of changes and timestamps 

 FloorBoard Live Display: A full-screen, configurable live display featuring; 
o Branded imagery 
o Current/active agenda item number(s) 
o Current item summary (truncated with ellipsis) 
o Speakers (live list including active speaker, next speaker, queue order) 
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o Large countdown timer (Crestron iframe) 
o Order of items to be discussed 
o Items pending approval and/or discussion 

 
 Supervisor Real-Time Dashboard: Provide a real-time dashboard view that supervisors and staff 

can use to monitor: 
o Agenda item status 
o Speaker registration counts and progress (registered/spoken/remaining) 
o Time remaining estimates 
o Staff comments 

 
 AI Meeting Minutes: Produces AI-generated draft meeting minutes that clerks can refine 

combining:  
o The agenda  
o Speaker registration data  
o Transcripts  
o Formatting based on previous minutes 
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ATTACHMENT B - PAYMENT AND COMPENSATION 

1. Compensation 

This is a Firm fixed fee contract between County and Contractor for PublicInput Speaker Management 
System, as set forth in Attachment A, “Scope of Work”. 

Contractor agrees to accept the specified compensation as set forth in this Subordinate Contract as full 
payment for performing all services and furnishing all staffing and materials required, for any reasonably 
unforeseen difficulties which may arise or be encountered in the execution of the services until acceptance, 
for risks connected with the services, and for performance by Contractor of all its duties and obligations 
hereunder.  Contractor shall only be compensated as set forth herein for work performed in accordance with 
the Scope of Work.  County shall have no obligation to pay any sum in excess of the fixed rates 
specified herein unless authorized by amendment in accordance with Articles "Changes" and 
"Amendments" of County Contract Terms and Conditions in Attachment C, which may require 
approval by the County Board of Supervisors. 
 

Year One (Term: 1/13/2026 – 12/31/2026) 
Line No Description Quote Price Quantity Extended Price 
1  Meetings - Premier Level 

Services 
 Includes implementation 

(one-time fee) 
 

$116,808 1 $116,808 

 
Year Two (Term: 1/01/2027 – 12/31/2027) 
Line No Description Quote Price Quantity Extended Price 
2  Meetings - Premier Level 

Services 
 

$101,233 1 $101,233 

     
TOTAL  $218,041 

 

2. Price Increase/Decreases: 

No price increases will be considered during the first term of the Contract.  County requires documented 
proof of cost increases on contracts prior to any price adjustment. A minimum of thirty (30) calendar day 
advance notice in writing is required for consideration of such adjustment.  No retroactive price adjustments 
will be considered.  All price decreases shall automatically be extended to County.  County may enforce, 
negotiate, or cancel escalating price contracts or take any other action it deems appropriate, as it sees 
fit.  The net dollar amount of profit will remain firm during the period of Contract.  Adjustments increasing 
Contractor’s profit are not allowed. 
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3. Firm Discount and Pricing Structure: 

Contractor guarantees that prices quoted are equal to or less than prices quoted to any other local, State or 
Federal government entity for services of equal or lesser scope.  Contractor agrees that no price increases 
shall be passed along to County during the term of this Contract not otherwise specified and provided for 
within this Contract. 

4. Contractor’s Expense:  

Contractor is responsible for all costs related to photocopying, telephone communications and fax 
communications while on County sites during the performance of work and services under this Contract. 

5. Payment – Invoicing Instructions: 

Payment – Invoicing Instructions: Invoices and support documentation shall be sent to:   

joanne.golden@cob.oc.gov  

 cc: Ronald.Galang@cob.oc.gov 

Contractor must provide an invoice on Contractor’s letterhead for goods delivered and/or services 
rendered.  In the case of goods, Contractor must leave an invoice with each delivery. 

Each invoice must have a unique number and must include the following information: 

a. Contractor’s name and address 

b. Contractor’s remittance address, if different from “A” above 

c. Name of County Agency/Department 

d. Subordinate Contract Number - MA-011-26010778 

e. Delivery/Service address 

f. Date of order 

g. Complete Breakdown of charges and prices per this Attachment B – Payment and 
Compensation 

h. Contractor’s Tax Identification Number (TIN) or Employer’s Identification Number 
(EIN); 

i. Sales tax, if applicable 

j. Freight/Delivery Charges, if applicable 

k. Total 

Invoices and support documentation shall be addressed to: 

County of Orange – Clerk of the Board 

Attn:  Accounts Payable 
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400 W. Civic Center Dr. 6th Floor 

Santa Ana, CA 92701 

Email: joanne.golden@cob.oc.gov 

    CC: Ronald.Galang@cob.oc.gov 

6. Payment (Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT): 

County of Orange offers contractors the option of receiving payment directly to their bank account via an 
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) process in lieu of a check payment. Payment made via EFT will also receive 
an Electronic Remittance Advice with the payment details via e-mail.  An e-mail address will need to be 
provided to The County of Orange via an EFT Authorization Form. To request a form, please contact the 
DPA listed in Contract. Upon completion of the form, please mail, fax or email to the address or phone 
listed on the form. 
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ATTACHMENT C - MASTER COOPERATIVE CONTRACT NO. RCA-017-25010020 

(Incorporated by Reference) 
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Contract Summary Form 

OC Expediter Requisition # 1794797 

Carahsoft Technology Corporation 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT CHANGES

New Board of Supervisors Speaker Management System Contract 

SUBCONTRACTORS

This contract includes the following subcontractors or pass through to other providers. 

Subcontractor Name  
Cityzen Solutions, Inc. dba 
PublicInput 

Service(s) 
Speaker Management System 

Amount 
$218,041 

CONTRACT OPERATING EXPENSES

Year One (Term: 1/13/2026 – 12/31/2026) 

Line No Description Quote Price Quantity Extended Price 

1 • Meetings - Premier Level
Services

• Includes implementation
(one-time fee)

$116,808 1 $116,808 

Year Two (Term: 1/01/2027 – 12/31/2027) 

Line No Description Quote Price Quantity Extended Price 

2 • Meetings - Premier Level
Services

$101,233 1 $101,233 

TOTAL $218,041 
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Senate Bill No. 707 

CHAPTER 327 

An act to amend Sections 54952.7, 54953, 54953.5, 54953.7, 54954.2, 
54954.3, 54956, 54956.5, 54957.6, 54957.9, and 54957.95 of, to amend and 
repeal Section 54952.2 of, to add Sections 54953.8, 54953.8.1, 54953.8.2, 
and 54957.96 to, and to add and repeal Sections 54953.4, 54953.8.3, 
54953.8.4, 54953.8.5, 54953.8.6, and 54953.8.7 of, the Government Code, 
relating to local government.

[Approved by Governor October 3, 2025. Filed with Secretary 
of State October 3, 2025.] 

legislative counsel
’
s digest 

SB 707, Durazo. Open meetings: meeting and teleconference 
requirements.

(1) Existing law, the Ralph M. Brown Act, requires, with specified
exceptions, that all meetings of a legislative body, as defined, of a local 
agency be open and public and that all persons be permitted to attend and 
participate.

This bill would, beginning July 1, 2026, and until January 1, 2030, require 
an eligible legislative body, as defined, to comply with additional meeting 
requirements, including that, except as specified, all open and public 
meetings include an opportunity for members of the public to attend via a 
2-way telephonic service or a 2-way audiovisual platform, as defined, and
that the eligible legislative body take specified actions to encourage residents 
to participate in public meetings, as specified. The bill would require an
eligible legislative body, on or before July 1, 2026, to approve at a noticed
public meeting in open session a policy regarding disruption of telephonic
or internet services occurring during meetings subject to these provisions,
as specified, and would require the eligible legislative body to comply with
certain requirements relating to disruption, including for certain disruptions,
recessing the open session for at least one hour and making a good faith
attempt to restore the service, as specified.

(2) Existing law prohibits a majority of the members of a legislative
body, outside a meeting authorized by the act, from using a series of 
communications of any kind to discuss, deliberate, or take action on any
item of business that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative
body. Existing law defines “meetings” for these purposes to mean any
congregation of a majority of the members of a legislative body at the same 
time and location, as specified, to hear, discuss, deliberate, or take action 
on any item that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative
body. Until January 1, 2026, existing law excepts from the prohibition a 
member engaging in separate conversations or communications outside of 

91
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a meeting with any other person using an internet-based social media 
platform for specified purposes, provided, among other things, that a majority 
of the members do not use the internet-based social media platform to discuss 
among themselves business of a specific nature that is within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the legislative body.

This bill would make the above-described exception related to 
communications on an internet-based social media platform applicable 
indefinitely.

(3)  Existing law requires a legislative body, prior to taking final action, 
to orally report a summary of a recommendation for a final action on 
specified forms of compensation for a local agency executive, as defined, 
during the open meeting in which the final action is to be taken.

This bill would also require the legislative body to make that oral report, 
as provided above, prior to taking final action on those specified forms of 
compensation for a department head or other similar administrative officer 
of the local agency.

(4)  Existing law requires a legislative body of a local agency or its 
designee, at least 72 hours before a regular meeting, to post an agenda that 
meets specified requirements, including that the agenda contain a brief 
general description of each item of business to be transacted or discussed 
at the meeting, as specified. 

This bill would, beginning July 1, 2026, and until July 1, 2030, require 
the agenda for each meeting of an eligible legislative body, as defined, to 
be translated into all applicable languages. The bill would define “applicable 
languages” to mean languages, according to data from the most recent 
American Community Survey, spoken jointly by 20% or more of the 
applicable population, as specified, provided that 20% or more of the 
population that speaks that language that in that city or county speaks English 
less than “very well,” as specified, and except as provided.

Existing law requires every agenda for regular meetings to provide an 
opportunity for members of the public to directly address the legislative
body on any item of interest of the public, as specified. Existing law specifies 
that the agenda is not required to provide an opportunity for members of 
the public to address the legislative body on any item that has already been 
considered by a committee, as specified, except if the item has been 
substantially changed since the committee heard the item, as determined by 
the legislative body.

This bill would add certain exceptions to the provision related to an item 
that has already been considered by a committee, including excepting
committees whose primary subject matter jurisdiction focuses on elections, 
budgets, police oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access to, 
materials available in public libraries, or taxes or related spending proposals, 
except as specified. 

(5)  Existing law authorizes a legislative body of a local agency to require 
a copy of the act to be given to each member of the legislative body and 
specified persons elected to serve as a member of the legislative body, and 
authorizes an elected legislative body member to require a copy to be given

91
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to each member of each legislative body all or a majority of whose members 
are appointed by or under the authority of the elected legislative body.

This bill would instead require a local agency to provide a copy of the 
act to any person elected or appointed to serve as a member of a legislative
body of the local agency.

Existing law authorizes legislative bodies of local agencies to impose 
requirements upon themselves which allow greater access to their meetings 
than prescribed by the minimal standards set forth in the act, and authorizes 
an elected legislative body of a local agency to also impose those 
requirements on those appointed legislative bodies of the local agency of 
which all or a majority of the members are appointed by or under the 
authority of the elected legislative body.

This bill would remove the above-described requirement that members 
of an appointed legislative body of a local agency must be appointed by or 
under the authority of the elected legislative body of a local agency in order 
for the elected legislative body to impose the above-described requirements 
on the appointed legislative body.

(6)  Existing law provides any person attending an open and public 
meeting of a legislative body of a local agency with the right to record the 
proceedings with an audio or visual recorder or a still or motion picture 
camera, as specified. 

This bill would remove the reference to an audio or visual recorder or a 
still or motion picture camera for purposes of recording the proceedings, as 
described above.

(7)  Existing law authorizes a legislative body of a local agency to use 
teleconferencing, as specified, and requires a legislative body of a local 
agency that elects to use teleconferencing to comply with specified general 
requirements, including that the local agency post agendas at all 
teleconference locations, identify each teleconference location in the notice 
and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and have each teleconference 
location be accessible to the public. Existing law also requires that, during 
the teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body 
participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over which 
the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as specified. 

Existing law authorizes members who are outside the jurisdiction of a 
health authority, as defined, that conducts a teleconferencing meeting to, 
notwithstanding the above-described general teleconference provisions,
count towards the establishment of a quorum when participating in the 
teleconference if, among other things, at least 50% of the number of members 
that would establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the 
territory over which the authority exercises jurisdiction. 

Existing law authorizes, in certain circumstances, the legislative body of 
a local agency to use specified alternative teleconferencing which include 
provisions related to, among others, notice of the means by which members 
of the public may access the meeting and offer public comment and 
identifying and including an opportunity for all persons to attend via a call-in 
option or an internet-based service option. Those circumstances in which 
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the legislative body of a local agency is authorized to use the alternative
teleconferencing provisions include specified circumstances relating to a 
state of emergency, as defined, and, until January 1, 2026, subject to 
specified limitations, a member’s need to participate remotely due to just 
cause, defined to include, among other things, a need related to a physical
or mental disability, or emergency circumstances, as defined, if certain 
quorum and disclosure requirements are met. 

Existing law also authorizes certain eligible legislative bodies, including 
neighborhood councils and student body associations and student-run 
community college organizations to, until January 1, 2026, use alternate 
teleconferencing if, among other requirements, the city council or board of 
trustees, as applicable, has adopted an authorizing resolution and 2⁄3  of the 
neighborhood city council or specified student organization, as applicable, 
votes to use alternate teleconference provisions, as specified. 

This bill would revise and recast the above-specified teleconferencing 
and alternative teleconferencing provisions to uniformly apply certain 
noticing, disclosure, accessibility, and public commenting provisions. The
bill would require a legislative body of a local agency that elects to use 
teleconferencing pursuant to these alternative teleconferencing provisions
to comply with, in addition to any other applicable requirements under the 
act, specified requirements, including that the legislative body provides at 
least either 2-way audiovisual platform or 2-way telephonic service and a 
live webcasting of the meeting as a means by which the public may, among 
other things, remotely hear and visually observe the meeting, and that a 
member of the legislative body who participates in a teleconference meeting 
from a remote location pursuant to these alternative teleconferencing 
provisions and the specific provision of law that the member relied upon to 
permit their participation by teleconferencing are listed in the minutes of 
the meeting. The bill would require a local agency to identify and make
available to legislative bodies a list of one or more meeting locations that 
may be available for use by the legislative bodies to conduct their meetings. 

The bill would specify that nothing in the bill’s provisions is to be 
construed to prohibit a member of a legislative body with a disability, as 
defined, from participating in any meeting of the legislative body by remote 
participation as a reasonable accommodation pursuant to any applicable 
law. The bill would apply certain provisions relative to, among other things, 
quorum establishment to that circumstance. 

The bill would instead authorize a health authority, as defined, to conduct 
a teleconference meeting pursuant to the above-described alternative
teleconferencing provisions.

The bill would revise and recast the alternative teleconferencing provisions
applicable in a state of emergency, as defined. The bill would also include 
a local emergency, as defined, as a circumstance in which a legislative body 
of a local agency is authorized to use the alternative teleconferencing 
provisions.

The bill would revise and recast the alternative teleconferencing provisions
applicable in cases of a member’s need to participate remotely due to just 
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cause or emergency circumstances, as defined, to remove the provision
applicable to emergency circumstances, to revise related definitions, 
including broadening the definition of just cause to include, among other 
things, a physical or family medical emergency that prevents a member 
from attending in person, and to require the minutes for a meeting to identify 
the specific provision of law that each member relied upon to participate 
remotely, as specified. The bill would extend the authorization to use the 
alternative teleconferencing provision until January 1, 2030. 

The bill would revise and recast the alternative teleconferencing provisions
applicable to neighborhood councils and student body associations and 
student-run community college organizations. In regards to the alternative
teleconferencing provisions applicable to student body associations and 
student-run community college organizations, the bill would exempt the 
California Online Community College from specified requirements for an 
in-person quorum, a physical location for public participation, and certain 
accommodations under the authorization, and remove the ability for a person 
with a disability that requires certain accommodations to count towards the 
in-person quorum requirement. The bill would specify that the student body 
associations and student-run community college organizations described 
above are those in any community college recognized within the California 
Community Colleges system, and would extend the authorization to the 
Student Senate for California Community Colleges. The bill would extend
the authorization to use the alternative teleconferencing provisions applicable 
to neighborhood councils and student body associations and student-run 
community college organizations until January 1, 2030. 

The bill would, until January 1, 2030, also authorize a specified subsidiary 
body of local agencies to conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to the 
above-described alternative teleconferencing provisions, provided that it 
complies with the requirements for alternative teleconferencing described 
above and additional requirements, including that the subsidiary body 
designates one physical meeting location within the boundaries of the 
legislative body that created the subsidiary body where members of the 
subsidiary body who are not participating remotely shall be present and 
members of the public may physically attend, observe, hear, and participate 
in the meeting, as specified. 

The bill would, until January 1, 2030, also authorize specified 
multijurisdictional bodies of local agencies to conduct a teleconference 
meeting pursuant to the above-described alternative teleconferencing 
provisions, provided that it complies with the requirements for alternative
teleconferencing described above and additional requirements, including 
that the eligible multijurisdictional body has adopted a resolution that 
authorizes the multijurisdictional body to use teleconferencing at a regular
meeting in open session. 

The bill would specify that these teleconferencing provisions are 
cumulative, and would authorize a legislative body to elect to use any
teleconferencing provisions that are applicable to a meeting, regardless of 
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whether any other teleconferencing provisions would also be applicable to 
that meeting. 

Existing law defines “teleconference” for purposes of the authorization 
for a legislative body of a local agency to use teleconferencing to mean a 
meeting of a legislative body, the members of which are in different
locations, connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or 
both.

This bill would specify that “teleconference” does not include the 
attendance of one or more members of a legislative body in a meeting of 
the body solely by watching or listening via webcasting or any other similar 
electronic medium that does not permit members to interactively speak, 
discuss, or deliberate on matters. 

(8)  Existing law authorizes a special meeting to be called any time by,
among other persons, the presiding officer of the legislative body of a local 
agency, by delivering specified written notices and posting a notice on the 
local agency’s internet website, if the local agency has one. Existing law
requires specified legislative bodies to comply with the internet website 
posting requirement. 

The bill would remove the requirement that only specified legislative
bodies comply with the internet website posting requirement, thereby 
imposing that requirement on all legislative bodies. 

(9)  Existing law authorizes a legislative body of a local agency to hold 
an emergency meeting without complying with specified notice and posting 
requirements in the case of emergency circumstances, as specified, and 
imposes various requirements under these provisions applicable to either 
legislative bodies generally or legislative bodies which are a school board. 

This bill would remove the school board distinction from the 
above-described provisions, thereby imposing the same requirements to 
hold an emergency meeting on all legislative bodies of local agencies. 

By imposing additional duties on legislative bodies of local agencies, the 
bill would impose a state-mandated local program. 

(10)  Existing law authorizes, in addition to other related specified 
authorizations, the presiding member of the legislative body conducting a 
meeting or their designee to remove, or cause the removal of, an individual
for disrupting the meeting. Existing law defines “disrupting” for these 
purposes to mean engaging in behavior during a meeting of a legislative
body that actually disrupts, disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible the 
orderly conduct of the meeting, as specified. 

This bill would specify that a meeting for purposes of that provision
includes any teleconferenced meeting. The bill would specify that the 
existing authority of a legislative body or its presiding officer to remove or 
limit participation by persons who engage in behavior that actually disrupts, 
disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible the orderly conduct of the meeting, 
as specified, applies to members of the public participating in a meeting via 
a 2-way telephonic service or a 2-way audiovisual platform, as those terms 
are defined. 

(11)  The bill would make other updates to references in the act. 
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(12)  Existing constitutional provisions require that a statute that limits 
the right of access to the meetings of public bodies or the writings of public 
officials and agencies be adopted with findings demonstrating the interest 
protected by the limitation and the need for protecting that interest. 

This bill would make legislative findings to that effect.
(13)  The California Constitution requires local agencies, for the purpose 

of ensuring public access to the meetings of public bodies and the writings 
of public officials and agencies, to comply with a statutory enactment that 
amends or enacts laws relating to public records or open meetings and 
contains findings demonstrating that the enactment furthers the constitutional 
requirements relating to this purpose. 

This bill would make legislative findings to that effect.
(14)  The bill would include findings that changes proposed by this bill 

address a matter of statewide concern rather than a municipal affair and, 
therefore, apply to all cities, including charter cities. 

(15)  The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local 
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory 
provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for 
a specified reason. 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 54952.2 of the Government Code, as amended by 
Section 1 of Chapter 89 of the Statutes of 2020, is amended to read: 

54952.2. (a)  As used in this chapter, “meeting” means any congregation
of a majority of the members of a legislative body at the same time and 
location, including teleconference location as permitted by Section 54953, 
to hear, discuss, deliberate, or take action on any item that is within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body.

(b)  (1)  A majority of the members of a legislative body shall not, outside 
a meeting authorized by this chapter, use a series of communications of any
kind, directly or through intermediaries, to discuss, deliberate, or take action 
on any item of business that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
legislative body.

(2)  Paragraph (1) shall not be construed as preventing an employee or 
official of a local agency, from engaging in separate conversations or 
communications outside of a meeting authorized by this chapter with 
members of a legislative body in order to answer questions or provide
information regarding a matter that is within the subject matter jurisdiction 
of the local agency, if that person does not communicate to members of the 
legislative body the comments or position of any other member or members 
of the legislative body.

(3)  (A)  Paragraph (1) shall not be construed as preventing a member of 
the legislative body from engaging in separate conversations or 
communications on an internet-based social media platform to answer 

91

Ch. 327— 7 — 

Attachment C

Page 7 of 36



questions, provide information to the public, or to solicit information from 
the public regarding a matter that is within the subject matter jurisdiction 
of the legislative body provided that a majority of the members of the 
legislative body do not use the internet-based social media platform to 
discuss among themselves business of a specific nature that is within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. A member of the 
legislative body shall not respond directly to any communication on an 
internet-based social media platform regarding a matter that is within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body that is made, posted, or 
shared by any other member of the legislative body.

(B)  For purposes of this paragraph, all of the following definitions shall 
apply:

(i)  “Discuss among themselves” means communications made, posted, 
or shared on an internet-based social media platform between members of 
a legislative body, including comments or use of digital icons that express
reactions to communications made by other members of the legislative body.

(ii)  “Internet-based social media platform” means an online service that 
is open and accessible to the public. 

(iii)  “Open and accessible to the public” means that members of the 
general public have the ability to access and participate, free of charge, in 
the social media platform without the approval by the social media platform 
or a person or entity other than the social media platform, including any
forum and chatroom, and cannot be blocked from doing so, except when 
the internet-based social media platform determines that an individual
violated its protocols or rules. 

(c)  Nothing in this section shall impose the requirements of this chapter 
upon any of the following:

(1)  Individual contacts or conversations between a member of a legislative
body and any other person that do not violate subdivision (b). 

(2)  The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at 
a conference or similar gathering open to the public that involves a discussion 
of issues of general interest to the public or to public agencies of the type 
represented by the legislative body, provided that a majority of the members 
do not discuss among themselves, other than as part of the scheduled 
program, business of a specified nature that is within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the local agency. Nothing in this paragraph is intended to 
allow members of the public free admission to a conference or similar 
gathering at which the organizers have required other participants or 
registrants to pay fees or charges as a condition of attendance. 

(3)  The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at 
an open and publicized meeting organized to address a topic of local 
community concern by a person or organization other than the local agency,
provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among themselves,
other than as part of the scheduled program, business of a specific nature 
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the 
local agency.
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(4)  The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at 
an open and noticed meeting of another body of the local agency, or at an 
open and noticed meeting of a legislative body of another local agency,
provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among themselves,
other than as part of the scheduled meeting, business of a specific nature 
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the 
local agency.

(5)  The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at 
a purely social or ceremonial occasion, provided that a majority of the 
members do not discuss among themselves business of a specific nature 
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the 
local agency.

(6)  The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at 
an open and noticed meeting of a standing committee of that body, provided
that the members of the legislative body who are not members of the standing 
committee attend only as observers.

SEC. 2. Section 54952.2 of the Government Code, as added by Section 
2 of Chapter 89 of the Statutes of 2020, is repealed. 

SEC. 3. Section 54952.7 of the Government Code is amended to read: 
54952.7. A local agency shall provide a copy of this chapter to any

person elected or appointed to serve as a member of a legislative body of 
the local agency.

SEC. 4. Section 54953 of the Government Code, as amended by Section 
2 of Chapter 534 of the Statutes of 2023, is amended to read: 

54953. (a)  All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall 
be open and public, and all persons shall be permitted to attend any meeting 
of the legislative body of a local agency, except as otherwise provided in 
this chapter.

(b)  (1)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body 
of a local agency may use teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and 
the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any meeting or 
proceeding authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding 
shall comply with all otherwise applicable requirements of this chapter and 
all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a specific type of 
meeting or proceeding. 

(2)  Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all 
purposes in connection with any meeting within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the legislative body. If the legislative body of a local agency
elects to use teleconferencing, the legislative body of a local agency shall 
comply with all of the following:

(A)  All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting shall be by rollcall. 
(B)  The teleconferenced meetings shall be conducted in a manner that 

protects the statutory and constitutional rights of the parties or the public 
appearing before the legislative body of a local agency.

(C)  The legislative body shall give notice of the meeting and post agendas 
as otherwise required by this chapter.
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(D)  The legislative body shall allow members of the public to access the 
meeting and the agenda shall provide an opportunity for members of the 
public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3. 

(3)  If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use teleconferencing, 
it shall post agendas at all teleconference locations. Each teleconference 
location shall be identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting or 
proceeding, and each teleconference location shall be accessible to the 
public. During the teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the 
legislative body shall participate from locations within the boundaries of 
the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as 
expressly provided in this chapter.

(4)  The teleconferencing requirements of this subdivision shall not apply 
to remote participation described in subdivision (c). 

(c)  (1)  Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit a member 
of a legislative body with a disability from participating in any meeting of 
the legislative body by remote participation as a reasonable accommodation 
pursuant to any applicable law.

(2)  A member of a legislative body participating in a meeting by remote 
participation pursuant to this subdivision shall do both of the following:

(A)  The member shall participate through both audio and visual 
technology, except that any member with a disability, as defined in Section 
12102 of Title 42 of the United States Code, may participate only through 
audio technology if a physical condition related to their disability results in 
a need to participate off camera. 

(B)  The member shall disclose at the meeting before any action is taken,
whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the 
room at the remote location with the member, and the general nature of the 
member’s relationship with any of those individuals.

(3)  Remote participation under this subdivision shall be treated as 
in-person attendance at the physical meeting location for all purposes, 
including any requirement that a quorum of the legislative body participate 
from any particular location. The provisions of subdivision (b) and Sections 
54953.8 to 54953.8.7, inclusive, shall not apply to remote participation 
under this subdivision.

(d)  (1)  No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether 
preliminary or final. 

(2)  The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action 
taken and the vote or abstention on that action of each member present for 
the action. 

(3)  (A)  Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report 
a summary of a recommendation for a final action on the salaries, salary 
schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of either of 
the following during the open meeting in which the final action is to be 
taken:

(i)  A local agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 
3511.1.
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(ii)  A department head or other similar administrative officer of the local 
agency.

(B)  This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right under the California 
Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of 
Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in the process of 
developing the recommendation. 

(e)  For purposes of this section, both of the following definitions apply: 
(1)  “Disability” means a physical disability or a mental disability as those 

terms are defined in Section 12926 and used in Section 12926.1, or a 
disability as defined in Section 12102 of Title 42 of the United States Code. 

(2)  (A)  “Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the 
members of which are in different locations, connected by electronic means, 
through either audio or video, or both. 

(B)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), “teleconference” does not include 
one or more members watching or listening to a meeting via webcasting or 
any other similar electronic medium that does not permit members to 
interactively speak, discuss, or deliberate on matters. 

(3)  “Remote participation” means participation in a meeting by 
teleconference at a location other than any physical meeting location 
designated in the notice of the meeting. 

SEC. 5. Section 54953.4 is added to the Government Code, to read: 
54953.4. (a)  The Legislature finds and declares that public access, 

including through translation of agendas as required by this section, is 
necessary for an informed populace. The Legislature encourages local 
agencies to adopt public access requirements that exceed the requirements 
of this chapter by translating additional languages, employing human 
translators, and conducting additional outreach. 

(b)  (1)  In addition to any other applicable requirements of this chapter,
a meeting held by a eligible legislative body pursuant to this chapter shall 
comply with both of the following requirements: 

(A)  (i)  (I)  (ia)  All open and public meetings shall include an opportunity 
for members of the public to attend via a two-way telephonic service or a 
two-way audiovisual platform, except if adequate telephonic or internet 
service is not operational at the meeting location. If adequate telephonic or 
internet service is operational at the meeting location during only a portion 
of the meeting, the legislative body shall include an opportunity for members 
of the public to attend via a two-way telephonic service or a two-way
audiovisual platform during that portion of the meeting. 

(ib)  (Ia)  On or before July 1, 2026, an eligible legislative body shall 
approve at a noticed public meeting in open session, not on the consent 
calendar, a policy regarding disruption of telephonic or internet service 
occurring during meetings subject to this sub-subclause. The policy shall 
address the procedures for recessing and reconvening a meeting in the event
of disruption and the efforts that the eligible legislative body shall make to 
attempt to restore the service. 

(Ib)  If a disruption of telephonic or internet service that prevents members 
of the public from attending or observing the meeting via the two-way
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telephonic service or two-way audiovisual platform occurs during the 
meeting, the eligible legislative body shall recess the open session of the 
meeting for at least one hour and make a good faith attempt to restore the 
service. The eligible legislative body may meet in closed session during 
this period. The eligible legislative body shall not reconvene the open session 
of the meeting until at least one hour following the disruption, or until 
telephonic or internet service is restored, whichever is earlier.

(Ic)  Upon reconvening the open session, if telephonic or internet service 
has not been restored, the eligible legislative body shall adopt a finding by 
rollcall vote that good faith efforts to restore the telephonic or internet service 
have been made in accordance with the policy adopted pursuant to 
sub-sub-subclause (Ia) and that the public interest in continuing the meeting 
outweighs the public interest in remote public access. 

(II)  Subclause (I) does not apply to a meeting that is held to do any of 
the following:

(ia)  Attend a judicial or administrative proceeding to which the local 
agency is a party.

(ib)  Inspect real or personal property provided that the topic of the 
meeting is limited to items directly related to the real or personal property.

(ic)  Meet with elected or appointed officials of the United States or the 
State of California, solely to discuss a legislative or regulatory issue affecting
the local agency and over which the federal or state officials have
jurisdiction.

(id)  Meet in or nearby a facility owned by the agency, provided that the 
topic of the meeting is limited to items directly related to the facility.

(ie)  Meet in an emergency situation pursuant to Section 54956.5. 
(ii)  If an eligible legislative body elects to provide a two-way audiovisual

platform, the eligible legislative body shall publicly post and provide a 
call-in option, and activate any automatic captioning function during the 
meeting if an automatic captioning function is included with the two-way
audiovisual platform. If an eligible legislative body does not elect to provide
a two-way audiovisual platform, the eligible legislative body shall provide
a two-way telephonic service for the public to participate in the meeting, 
pursuant to subclause (I). 

(B)  (i)  All open and public meetings for which attendance via a two-way
telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform is provided in 
accordance with paragraph (1) shall provide the public with an opportunity 
to provide public comment in accordance with Section 54954.3 via the 
two-way telephonic or two-way audiovisual platform, and ensure the 
opportunity for the members of the public participating via a two-way
telephonic or two-way audiovisual platform to provide public comment 
with the same time allotment as a person attending a meeting in person. 

(2)  (A)  An eligible legislative body shall reasonably assist members of 
the public who wish to translate a public meeting into any language or wish 
to receive interpretation provided by another member of the public, so long 
as the interpretation is not disrupting to the meeting, as defined in Section 
54957.95. The eligible legislative body shall publicize instructions on how
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to request assistance under this subdivision. Assistance may include any of 
the following, as determined by the eligible legislative body: 

(i)  Arranging space for one or more interpreters at the meeting location. 
(ii)  Allowing extra time during the meeting for interpretation to occur.
(iii)  Ensuring participants may utilize their personal equipment or 

reasonably access facilities for participants to access commercially available
interpretation services. 

(B)  This section does not require an eligible legislative body to provide
interpretation of any public meeting, however, an eligible legislative body 
may elect to provide interpretation of any public meeting. 

(C)  The eligible legislative body is not responsible for the content or 
accuracy of any interpretation facilitated, assisted with, or provided under 
this subdivision. An action shall not be commenced or maintained against
the eligible legislative body arising from the content or accuracy of any
interpretation facilitated, assisted with, or provided under this subdivision.

(3)  An eligible legislative body shall take the following actions to 
encourage residents, including those in underrepresented communities and 
non-English-speaking communities, to participate in public meetings: 

(A)  Have in place a system for electronically accepting and fulfilling 
requests for meeting agendas and documents pursuant to Section 54954.1 
through email or through an integrated agenda management platform. 
Information about how to make a request using this system shall be 
accessible through a prominent direct link posted on the primary internet 
website home page of the eligible legislative body.

(B)  (i)  Create and maintain an accessible internet webpage dedicated to 
public meetings that includes, or provides a link to, all of the following
information:

(I)  A general explanation of the public meeting process for the eligible 
legislative body.

(II)  An explanation of the procedures for a member of the public to 
provide in-person or remote oral public comment during a public meeting 
or to submit written public comment. 

(III)  A calendar of all public meeting dates with calendar listings that 
include the date, time, and location of each public meeting. 

(IV)  The agenda posted online pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision
(a) of Section 54954.2. 

(ii)  The eligible legislative body shall include a link to the webpage 
required by subparagraph (A) on the home page of the eligible legislative
body’s internet website. 

(C)  (i)  Make reasonable efforts, as determined by the legislative body,
to invite groups that do not traditionally participate in public meetings to 
attend those meetings, which may include, but are not limited to, all the 
following:

(I)  Media organizations that provide news coverage in the jurisdiction 
of the eligible legislative body, including media organizations that serve
non-English-speaking communities. 
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(II)  Good government, civil rights, civic engagement, neighborhood, and 
community group organizations, or similar organizations that are active in 
the jurisdiction of the eligible legislative body, including organizations
active in non-English-speaking communities. 

(ii)  Legislative bodies shall have broad discretion in the choice of 
reasonable efforts they make under this subparagraph. No action shall be 
commenced or maintained against an eligible legislative body arising from 
failing to provide public meeting information to any specific group pursuant 
to this subparagraph. 

(c)  (1)  (A)  The agenda for each meeting of an eligible legislative body 
shall be translated into all applicable languages, and each translation shall 
be posted in accordance with Section 54954.2. Each translation shall include 
instructions in the applicable language describing how to join the meeting 
by the telephonic or internet-based service option, including any
requirements for registration for public comment. 

(B)  The accessible internet webpage provided under subparagraph (B) 
of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) shall be translated into all applicable 
languages, and each translation shall be accessible through a prominent 
direct link posted on the primary internet website home page of the eligible 
legislative body.

(2)  A translation made using a digital translation service shall satisfy the 
requirements of paragraph (1). 

(3)  The eligible legislative body shall make available a physical location 
that is freely accessible to the public in reasonable proximity to the physical
location in which the agenda and translations are posted as described in 
paragraph (1), and shall allow members of the public to post additional 
translations of the agenda in that location. 

(4)  The eligible legislative body is not responsible for the content or 
accuracy of any translation provided pursuant to this subdivision. No action 
shall be commenced or maintained against an eligible legislative body arising 
from the content, accuracy, posting, or removal of any translation provided
by the eligible legislative body or posted by any person pursuant to this 
subdivision.

(5)  For the purposes of this section, the agenda does not include the entire 
agenda packet.

(d)  This section shall not be construed to affect or supersede any other 
applicable civil rights, nondiscrimination, or public access laws.

(e)  For purposes of this section, all of the following definitions apply: 
(1)  (A)  “Applicable languages” means languages, according to data from 

the most recent American Community Survey, spoken jointly by 20 percent 
or more of the applicable population, provided that 20 percent or more of 
the population that speaks that language in that city or county speaks English 
less than “very well.”

(B)  For the purposes of subparagraph (A), the applicable population shall 
be determined as follows:
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(i)  For an eligible legislative body that is a city council or county board 
of supervisors, the applicable population shall be the population of the city 
or county.

(ii)  For an eligible legislative body of a special district, the applicable 
population shall be either of the following, at the discretion of the board of 
directors of the special district: 

(I)  The population of the county with the greatest population within the 
boundaries of the special district. 

(II)  The population of the service area of the special district, if the special 
district has the data to determine what languages spoken by the population 
within its service area meet the requirements of paragraph (A). 

(C)  If more than three languages meet the criteria set forth in 
subparagraph (A), “applicable languages” shall mean the three languages 
described in subparagraph (A) that are spoken by the largest percentage of 
the population. 

(D)  An eligible legislative body may elect to determine the applicable 
languages based upon a source other than the most recent American
Community Survey if it makes a finding, based upon substantial evidence,
that the other source provides equally or more reliable data for the territory 
over which the eligible legislative body exercises jurisdiction. 

(2)  “Eligible legislative body” means any of the following:
(A)  A city council of a city with a population of 30,000 or more. 
(B)  A county board of supervisors of a county, or city and county, with 

a population of 30,000 or more. 
(C)  A city council of a city located in a county with a population of 

600,000 or more. 
(D)  The board of directors of a special district that has an internet website 

and meets any of the following conditions: 
(i)  The boundaries of the special district include the entirety of a county 

with a population of 600,000 or more, and the special district has over 200 
full-time equivalent employees.

(ii)  The special district has over 1,000 full-time equivalent employees.
(iii)  The special district has annual revenues, based on the most recent 

Financial Transaction Report data published by the California State 
Controller, that exceed four hundred million dollars ($400,000,000), adjusted 
annually for inflation commencing January 1, 2027, as measured by the 
percentage change in the California Consumer Price Index from January 1 
of the prior year to January 1 of the current year, and the special district 
employs over 200 full-time equivalent employees.

(3)  “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that 
provides participants with the ability to participate in a meeting via both an 
interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic service. 

(4)  “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does 
not require internet access and allows participants to dial a telephone number 
to listen and verbally participate. 

(f)  This section shall become operative on July 1, 2026. 
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(g)  This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 6. Section 54953.5 of the Government Code is amended to read: 
54953.5. (a)  Any person attending an open and public meeting of a 

legislative body of a local agency shall have the right to record the 
proceedings in the absence of a reasonable finding by the legislative body 
of the local agency that the recording cannot continue without noise, 
illumination, or obstruction of view that constitutes, or would constitute, a 
persistent disruption of the proceedings. 

(b)  Any recording of an open and public meeting made for whatever
purpose by or at the direction of the local agency shall be subject to 
inspection pursuant to the California Public Records Act (Division 10 
(commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1), but, notwithstanding 
Section 34090, may be erased or destroyed 30 days after the recording. Any
inspection of an audio or video recording shall be provided without charge
on equipment made available by the local agency.

SEC. 7. Section 54953.7 of the Government Code is amended to read: 
54953.7. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, legislative bodies 

of local agencies may impose requirements upon themselves which allow
greater access to their meetings than prescribed by the minimal standards 
set forth in this chapter. In addition thereto, an elected legislative body of 
a local agency may impose those requirements on appointed legislative
bodies of the local agency.

SEC. 8. Section 54953.8 is added to the Government Code, to read: 
54953.8. (a)  The legislative body of a local agency may use 

teleconferencing as authorized by subdivision (b) of Section 54953 without 
complying with the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of 
Section 54953 in any of the circumstances described in Sections 54953.8.1 
to 54953.8.7, inclusive.

(b)  A legislative body that holds a teleconference meeting pursuant to 
this section shall, in addition to any other applicable requirements of this 
chapter, comply with all of the following:

(1)  The legislative body shall provide at least one of the following as a 
means by which the public may remotely hear and visually observe the 
meeting, and remotely address the legislative body: 

(A)  A two-way audiovisual platform. 
(B)  A two-way telephonic service and a live webcasting of the meeting. 
(2)  In each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconference 

meeting held pursuant to this section is otherwise given or the agenda for 
the meeting is otherwise posted, the legislative body shall also give notice 
of the means by which members of the public may access the meeting and 
offer public comment. The agenda shall identify and include an opportunity 
for all persons to attend via a call-in option or an internet-based service 
option.

(3)  In the event of a disruption that prevents the legislative body from 
broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using the call-in option 
or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the 
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local agency’s control that prevents members of the public from offering
public comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option, 
the legislative body shall take no further action on items appearing on the 
meeting agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or 
internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda items 
during a disruption that prevents the legislative body from broadcasting the 
meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1. 

(4)  The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted 
in advance of the meeting and must provide an opportunity for the public 
to address the legislative body and offer comment in real time. 

(5)  Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide
public comment through the use of an internet website, or other online 
platform, not under the control of the local legislative body, that requires 
registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as 
required by the third-party internet website or online platform to participate. 

(6)  (A)  A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period 
for each agenda item shall not close the public comment period for the 
agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to paragraph (5), to 
provide public comment until that timed public comment period has elapsed. 

(B)  A legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment 
period, but takes public comment separately on each agenda item, shall 
allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public members 
the opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of 
the public to register pursuant to paragraph (5), or otherwise be recognized 
for the purpose of providing public comment. 

(C)  A legislative body that provides a timed general public comment 
period that does not correspond to a specific agenda item shall not close the 
public comment period or the opportunity to register, pursuant to paragraph 
(5), until the timed general public comment period has elapsed. 

(7)  Any member of the legislative body who participates in a 
teleconference meeting from a remote location pursuant to this section and 
the specific provision of law that the member relied upon to permit their 
participation by teleconferencing shall be listed in the minutes of the meeting. 

(8)  The legislative body shall have and implement a procedure for 
receiving and swiftly resolving requests for reasonable accommodation for 
individuals with disabilities, consistent with the federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and resolving any doubt 
in favor of accessibility. In each instance in which notice of the time of the 
meeting is otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, 
the legislative body shall also give notice of the procedure for receiving and 
resolving requests for accommodation. 

(9)  The legislative body shall conduct meetings subject to this chapter 
consistent with applicable civil rights and nondiscrimination laws.

(c)  A local agency shall identify and make available to legislative bodies 
a list of one or more meeting locations that may be available for use by the 
legislative bodies to conduct their meetings. 
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(d)  (1)  Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body from 
providing the public with additional teleconference locations. 

(2)  Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body from providing
the public with additional physical locations in which the public may observe
and address the legislative body by electronic means. 

(e)  A member of a legislative body who participates in a teleconference 
meeting from a remote location pursuant to this section shall publicly 
disclose at the meeting before any action is taken whether any other 
individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the room at the remote 
location with the member, and the general nature of the member’s
relationship with those individuals.

(f)  The teleconferencing provisions described in Section 54953 and 
Sections 54953.8.1 to 54953.8.7, inclusive, are cumulative. A legislative
body may elect to use any teleconferencing provisions that are applicable 
to a meeting, regardless of whether any other teleconferencing provisions
would also be applicable to that meeting. 

(g)  For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply: 
(1)  “Remote location” means a location from which a member of a 

legislative body participates in a meeting pursuant to paragraph (7) of 
subdivision (b), other than any physical meeting location designated in the 
notice of the meeting. Remote locations need not be accessible to the public. 

(2)  “Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members 
of which are in different locations, connected by electronic means, through 
either audio or video, or both. 

(3)  “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that 
provides participants with the ability to participate in a meeting via both an 
interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic service. A two-way
audiovisual platform may be structured to disable the use of video for the 
public participants. 

(4)  “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does 
not require internet access and allows participants to dial a telephone number 
to listen and verbally participate. 

(5)  “Webcasting” means a streaming video broadcast online or on 
television, using streaming media technology to distribute a single content 
source to many simultaneous listeners and viewers.

SEC. 9. Section 54953.8.1 is added to the Government Code, to read: 
54953.8.1. (a)  A health authority may conduct a teleconference meeting 

pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that it complies with the requirements 
of that section. 

(b)  Nothing in this section or Section 54953.8 shall be construed as 
discouraging health authority members from regularly meeting at a common 
physical site within the jurisdiction of the authority or from using 
teleconference locations within or near the jurisdiction of the authority.

(c)  For purposes of this section, a health authority means any entity 
created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36, 
14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint 
powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 
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6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the purpose of contracting pursuant to 
Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory 
committee to a county-sponsored health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter 
2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety 
Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members. 

SEC. 10. Section 54953.8.2 is added to the Government Code, to read: 
54953.8.2. (a)  A legislative body of a local agency may conduct a 

teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8 during a proclaimed 
state of emergency or local emergency, provided that it complies with the 
requirements of that section and the teleconferencing is used in either of 
the following circumstances: 

(1)  For the purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether as a result 
of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the 
health or safety of attendees. 

(2)  After a determination described in paragraph (1) is made that, as a 
result of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks 
to the health or safety of attendees. 

(b)  If the state of emergency or local emergency remains active, in order 
to continue to teleconference pursuant to this section, the legislative body 
shall, no later than 45 days after teleconferencing for the first time pursuant 
to this section, and every 45 days thereafter, make the following findings 
by majority vote:

(1)  The legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state 
of emergency or local emergency.

(2)  The state of emergency or local emergency continues to directly 
impact the ability of the members to meet safely in person. 

(c)  This section shall not be construed to require the legislative body to 
provide a physical location from which the public may attend or comment. 

(d)  Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 54953.8, 
a legislative body conducting a teleconference meeting pursuant to this 
section may elect to use a two-way telephonic service without a live
webcasting of the meeting. 

(e)  For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply: 
(1)  “Local emergency” means a condition of extreme peril to persons or 

property proclaimed by the governing body of the local agency affected, in 
accordance with Section 8630 of the California Emergency Services Act
(Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2), as 
defined in Section 8680.9, or a local health emergency declared pursuant 
to Section 101080 of the Health and Safety Code. Local emergency, as used 
in this section, refers only to local emergencies in the boundaries of the 
territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction. 

(2)  “State of emergency” means state of emergency proclaimed pursuant 
to Section 8625 of the California Emergency Services Act (Chapter 7 
(commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2). 

SEC. 11. Section 54953.8.3 is added to the Government Code, to read: 
54953.8.3. (a)  A legislative body of a local agency may conduct a 

teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8 if, during the 
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teleconference meeting, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative
body participates in person from a singular physical location clearly 
identified on the agenda, which location shall be open to the public and 
situated within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency
exercises jurisdiction, provided that the legislative body complies with the 
requirements of Section 54953.8 and all of the following additional 
requirements:

(1)  A member of the legislative body notifies the legislative body at the 
earliest opportunity possible, including at the start of a regular meeting, of 
their need to participate remotely for just cause, including a general 
description of the circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely 
at the given meeting. 

(2)  The member shall participate through both audio and visual 
technology.

(3)  (A)  The provisions of this subdivision shall not serve as a means for 
any member of a legislative body to participate in meetings of the legislative
body solely by teleconference from a remote location for just cause for more 
than the following number of meetings, as applicable: 

(i)  Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets once 
per month or less. 

(ii)  Five meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets twice 
per month. 

(iii)  Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets three 
or more times per month. 

(B)  For the purpose of counting meetings attended by teleconference 
under this paragraph, a “meeting” shall be defined as any number of meetings 
of the legislative body of a local agency that begin on the same calendar 
day.

(b)  The minutes for the meeting shall identify the specific provision in 
subdivision (c) that each member relied upon to participate remotely. This
subdivision shall not be construed to require the member to disclose any
medical diagnosis or disability, or any personal medical information that is 
otherwise exempt under existing law, including, but not limited to, the 
Confidentiality of Medical Information Act (Chapter 1 (commencing with 
Section 56) of Part 2.6 of Division 1 of the Civil Code). 

(c)  For purposes of this section, “just cause” means any of the following:
(1)  Childcare or caregiving need of a child, parent, grandparent, 

grandchild, sibling, spouse, or domestic partner that requires them to 
participate remotely. “Child,” “parent,” “grandparent,” “grandchild,” and 
“sibling” have the same meaning as those terms do in Section 12945.2. 

(2)  A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in person. 
(3)  A need related to a physical or mental condition that is not subject 

to subdivision (c) of Section 54953. 
(4)  Travel while on official business of the legislative body or another 

state or local agency.
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(5)  An immunocompromised child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, 
sibling, spouse, or domestic partner of the member that requires the member 
to participate remotely.

(6)  A physical or family medical emergency that prevents a member 
from attending in person. 

(7)  Military service obligations that result in a member being unable to 
attend in person because they are serving under official written orders for 
active duty, drill, annual training, or any other duty required as a member 
of the California National Guard or a United States Military Reserve
organization that requires the member to be at least 50 miles outside the 
boundaries of the local agency.

(d)  This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 12. Section 54953.8.4 is added to the Government Code, to read: 
54953.8.4. (a)  An eligible neighborhood council may conduct a 

teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that it 
complies with the requirements of that section and all of the following have
occurred:

(1)  (A)  The city council for a city described in paragraph (2) of 
subdivision (b) considers whether to adopt a resolution to authorize eligible 
neighborhood councils to use teleconferencing as described in this section 
at an open and regular meeting. 

(B)  If the city council adopts a resolution described in subparagraph (A), 
an eligible neighborhood council may elect to use teleconferencing pursuant 
to this section if a majority of the eligible neighborhood council votes to do 
so. The eligible neighborhood council shall notify the city council if it elects 
to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section and its justification for doing 
so.

(C)  Upon receiving notification from an eligible neighborhood council 
described in subparagraph (B), the city council may adopt a resolution to 
prohibit the eligible neighborhood council from using teleconferencing 
pursuant to this section. 

(2)  After completing the requirements of subparagraph (A) of paragraph 
(1), an eligible neighborhood council that holds a meeting pursuant to this 
subdivision shall do all of the following:

(A)  At least a quorum of the members of the eligible neighborhood 
council shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the city in 
which the eligible neighborhood council is established. 

(B)  At least once per year, at least a quorum of the members of the eligible 
neighborhood council shall participate in person from a singular physical
location that is open to the public and within the boundaries of the eligible 
neighborhood council. 

(3)  If the meeting is during regular business hours of the offices of the 
city council member that represents the area that includes the eligible 
neighborhood council, the eligible neighborhood council shall provide a 
publicly accessible physical location from which the public may attend or 
comment, which shall be the offices of the city council member who 
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represents the area where the eligible neighborhood council is located, unless 
the eligible neighborhood council identifies an alternative location. 

(4)  If the meeting is outside regular business hours, the eligible 
neighborhood council shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate any
member of the public that requests an accommodation to participate in the 
meeting.

(b)  For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply: 
(1)  “Accommodation” means providing a publicly accessible physical

location for the member of the public to participate from, providing access 
to technology necessary to participate in the meeting, or identifying locations 
or resources available that could provide the member of the public with an 
opportunity to participate in the meeting. 

(2)  “Eligible neighborhood council” means a neighborhood council that 
is an advisory body with the purpose to promote more citizen participation 
in government and make government more responsive to local needs that 
is established pursuant to the charter of a city with a population of more 
than 3,000,000 people that is subject to this chapter.

(c)  This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 13. Section 54953.8.5 is added to the Government Code, to read: 
54953.8.5. (a)  An eligible community college student organization may 

conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided
that it complies with the requirements of that section and all of the following
additional requirements: 

(1)  An eligible community college student organization may only use 
teleconferencing as described in Section 54953.8 after all the following
have occurred: 

(A)  The board of trustees for a community college district considers 
whether to adopt a resolution to authorize eligible community college student 
organizations to use teleconferencing as described in this section at an open 
and regular meeting. 

(B)  If the board of trustees for a community college district adopts a 
resolution described in subparagraph (A), an eligible community college
student organization may elect to use teleconferencing pursuant to this 
section if a majority of the eligible community college student organization
votes to do so. The eligible community college student organization shall 
notify the board of trustees if it elects to use teleconferencing pursuant to 
this section and its justification for doing so. 

(C)  Upon receiving notification from an eligible community college
student organization as described in subparagraph (B), the board of trustees 
may adopt a resolution to prohibit the eligible community college student 
organization from using teleconferencing pursuant to this section. 

(D)  (i)  Except as specified in clause (ii), at least a quorum of the members 
of the eligible community college student organization shall participate 
from a singular physical location that is accessible to the public and is within 
the community college district in which the eligible community college
student organization is established. 
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(ii)  The requirements described in clause (i) shall not apply to the 
California Online Community College.

(iii)  Notwithstanding the requirements of clause (i), a person may count 
toward the establishment of a quorum pursuant to clause (i) regardless of 
whether the person is participating at the in-person location of the meeting 
or remotely if the person meets any of the following criteria: 

(I)  The person is under 18 years of age. 
(II)  The person is incarcerated. 
(III)  The person is unable to disclose the location that they are 

participating from because of either of the following circumstances: 
(ia)  The person has been issued a protective court order, including, but

not limited to, a domestic violence restraining order.
(ib)  The person is participating in a program that has to remain 

confidential, including, but not limited to, an independent living program. 
(IV)  The person provides childcare or caregiving to a child, parent, 

grandparent, grandchild, sibling, spouse, or domestic partner that requires 
them to participate remotely. For purposes of this subclause, “child,”
“parent,” “grandparent,” “grandchild,” and “sibling” have the same meaning 
as those terms are defined in Section 12945.2. 

(2)  An eligible community college student organization that holds a 
meeting by teleconference as described in Section 54953.8 shall do the 
following, as applicable: 

(A)  (i)  Except as specified in subparagraph (B), if the meeting is during 
regular business hours of the offices of the board of trustees of the 
community college district, the eligible community college student 
organization shall provide a publicly accessible physical location from which 
the public may attend or comment, which shall be the offices of the board 
of trustees of the community college district, unless the eligible community 
college student organization identifies an alternative location. 

(ii)  Except as specified in subparagraph (B), if the meeting is outside 
regular business hours, the eligible community college student organization
shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate any member of the public 
that requests an accommodation to participate in the meeting. For the 
purposes of this subparagraph, “accommodation” means providing a publicly 
accessible physical location for the member of the public to participate from, 
providing access to technology necessary to participate in the meeting, or 
identifying locations or resources available that could provide the member 
of the public with an opportunity to participate in the meeting. 

(B)  The requirements described in subparagraph (A) shall not apply to 
the California Online Community College.

(b)  For purposes of this section, “eligible community college student 
organization” means a student body association organized pursuant to Section 
76060 of the Education Code, or any other student-run community college
organization that is required to comply with the meeting requirements of 
this chapter, that is in any community college recognized within the 
California Community Colleges system and includes the Student Senate for 
California Community Colleges.
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(c)  This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 14. Section 54953.8.6 is added to the Government Code, to read: 
54953.8.6. (a)  An eligible subsidiary body may conduct a teleconference 

meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that it complies with the 
requirements of that section and all of the following additional requirements: 

(1)  The eligible subsidiary body shall designate one physical meeting 
location within the boundaries of the legislative body that created the eligible 
subsidiary body where members of the subsidiary body who are not 
participating remotely shall be present and members of the public may 
physically attend, observe, hear, and participate in the meeting. At least one 
staff member of the eligible subsidiary body or the legislative body that 
created the eligible subsidiary body shall be present at the physical meeting 
location during the meeting. The eligible subsidiary body shall post the 
agenda at the physical meeting location, but need not post the agenda at a 
remote location. 

(2)  (A)  A member of the eligible subsidiary body shall visibly appear 
on camera during the open portion of a meeting that is publicly accessible 
via the internet or other online platform, except if the member has a physical
or mental condition not subject to subdivision (c) of Section 54953 that 
results in a need to participate off camera. 

(B)  The visual appearance of a member of the eligible subsidiary body 
on camera may cease only when the appearance would be technologically 
infeasible, including, but not limited to, when the member experiences a 
lack of reliable broadband or internet connectivity that would be remedied 
by joining without video. 

(C)  If a member of the eligible subsidiary body does not appear on camera 
due to challenges with internet connectivity, the member shall announce 
the reason for their nonappearance prior to turning off their camera. 

(3)  An elected official serving as a member of an eligible subsidiary body 
in their official capacity shall not participate in a meeting of the eligible 
subsidiary body by teleconferencing pursuant to this section unless the use 
of teleconferencing complies with the requirements of paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 54953. 

(4)  (A)  In order to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section, the 
legislative body that established the eligible subsidiary body by charter,
ordinance, resolution, or other formal action shall make the following
findings by majority vote before the eligible subsidiary body uses 
teleconferencing pursuant to this section for the first time, and every six 
months thereafter: 

(i)  The legislative body has considered the circumstances of the eligible 
subsidiary body.

(ii)  Teleconference meetings of the eligible subsidiary body would
enhance public access to meetings of the eligible subsidiary body, and the 
public has been made aware of the type of remote participation, including 
audio-visual or telephonic, that will be made available at a regularly
scheduled meeting and has been provided the opportunity to comment at 
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an in-person meeting of the legislative body authorizing the subsidiary body 
to meet entirely remotely.

(iii)  Teleconference meetings of the eligible subsidiary body would
promote the attraction, retention, and diversity of eligible subsidiary body 
members.

(B)  (i)  An eligible subsidiary body authorized to use teleconferencing 
pursuant to this section may request to present any recommendations it 
develops to the legislative body that created it. 

(ii)  Upon receiving a request described in clause (i), the legislative body 
that created the subsidiary body shall hold a discussion at a regular meeting 
held within 60 days after the legislative body receives the request, or if the 
legislative body does not have another regular meeting scheduled within 
60 days after the legislative body receives the request, at the next regular
meeting after the request is received.

(iii)  The discussion required by clause (ii) shall not be placed on a consent 
calendar, but may be combined with the legislative body’s subsequent 
consideration of the findings described in subparagraph (A) for the following
12 months. 

(iv)  The legislative body shall not take any action on any
recommendations included in the report of a subsidiary body until the next
regular meeting of the legislative body following the discussion described 
in clause (ii). 

(C)  After the legislative body makes the findings described in 
subparagraph (A), the eligible subsidiary body shall approve the use of 
teleconferencing by majority vote before using teleconference pursuant to 
this section. 

(D)  The legislative body that created the eligible subsidiary body may 
elect to prohibit the eligible subsidiary body from using teleconferencing 
pursuant to this section at any time. 

(b)  (1)  For purposes of this section, “eligible subsidiary body” means a 
legislative body that meets all of the following:

(A)  Is described in subdivision (b) of Section 54952. 
(B)  Serves exclusively in an advisory capacity.
(C)  Is not authorized to take final action on legislation, regulations,

contracts, licenses, permits, or any other entitlements, grants, or allocations 
of funds. 

(D)  Does not have primary subject matter jurisdiction, as defined by the 
charter, an ordinance, a resolution, or any formal action of the legislative
body that created the subsidiary body, that focuses on elections, budgets,
police oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access to, materials 
available in public libraries, or taxes or related spending proposals. 

(2)  An eligible subsidiary body may include members who are elected 
officials, members who are not elected officials, or any combination thereof. 

(c)  This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 15. Section 54953.8.7 is added to the Government Code, to read: 
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54953.8.7. (a)  An eligible multijurisdictional body may conduct a 
teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that it 
complies with the requirements of that section and all of the following
additional requirements: 

(1)  The eligible multijurisdictional body has adopted a resolution that 
authorizes the eligible multijurisdictional body to use teleconferencing 
pursuant to this section at a regular meeting in open session. 

(2)  At least a quorum of the members of the eligible multijurisdictional 
body shall participate from one or more physical locations that are open to 
the public and within the boundaries of the territory over which the local 
agency exercises jurisdiction. 

(3)  A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body who receives
compensation for their service on the eligible multijurisdictional body shall 
participate from a physical location that is open to the public. For purposes 
of this paragraph, “compensation” does not include reimbursement for actual 
and necessary expenses.

(4)  A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body may participate 
from a remote location provided that: 

(A)  The eligible multijurisdictional body identifies each member of the 
eligible multijurisdictional body who plans to participate remotely in the 
agenda.

(B)  The member shall participate through both audio and visual 
technology.

(5)  A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body shall not participate 
in a meeting remotely pursuant to this section, unless the location from 
which the member participates is more than 20 miles each way from any
physical location of the meeting described in paragraph (2). 

(6)  The provisions of this section shall not serve as a means for any
member of a legislative body to participate in meetings of the legislative
body solely by teleconference from a remote location for more than the 
following number of meetings, as applicable: 

(A)  Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets once 
per month or less. 

(B)  Five meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets twice 
per month. 

(C)  Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets three 
or more times per month. 

(D)  For the purpose of counting meetings attended by teleconference 
under this paragraph, a “meeting” shall be defined as any number of meetings 
of the legislative body of a local agency that begin on the same calendar 
day.

(b)  For the purposes of this section, both of the following definitions 
apply:

(1)  “Eligible multijurisdictional body” means a multijurisdictional board, 
commission, or advisory body of a multijurisdictional, cross-county agency,
the membership of which board, commission, or advisory body is appointed, 
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and the board, commission, or advisory body is otherwise subject to this 
chapter.

(2)  “Multijurisdictional” means either of the following:
(A)  A legislative body that includes representatives from more than one 

county, city, city and county, or special district. 
(B)  A legislative body of a joint powers entity formed pursuant to an 

agreement entered into in accordance with Article 1 (commencing with 
Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1. 

(c)  This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 16. Section 54954.2 of the Government Code, as amended by 
Section 92 of Chapter 131 of the Statutes of 2023, is amended to read: 

54954.2. (a)  (1)  At least 72 hours before a regular meeting, the 
legislative body of the local agency, or its designee, shall post an agenda 
that meets all of the following requirements: 

(A)  The agenda shall contain a brief general description of each item of 
business to be transacted or discussed at the meeting, including items to be 
discussed in closed session. A brief general description of an item generally 
need not exceed 20 words.

(B)  The agenda shall specify the time and location of the regular meeting 
and shall be posted in a location that is freely accessible to members of the 
public and on the local agency’s internet website, if the local agency has 
one.

(C)  (i)  If requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate 
alternative formats to persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and 
the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. 

(ii)  The agenda shall include information regarding how, to whom, and 
when a request for disability-related modification or accommodation, 
including auxiliary aids or services, may be made by a person with a 
disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to 
participate in the public meeting. 

(2)  For a meeting occurring on and after January 1, 2019, of a legislative
body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or 
political subdivision established by the state that has an internet website, 
the following provisions shall apply: 

(A)  An online posting of an agenda shall be posted on the primary internet 
website home page of a city, county, city and county, special district, school 
district, or political subdivision established by the state that is accessible 
through a prominent, direct link to the current agenda. The direct link to the 
agenda shall not be in a contextual menu; however, a link in addition to the 
direct link to the agenda may be accessible through a contextual menu. 

(B)  An online posting of an agenda, including, but not limited to, an 
agenda posted in an integrated agenda management platform, shall be posted 
in an open format that meets all of the following requirements: 

(i)  Retrievable, downloadable, indexable, and electronically searchable 
by commonly used internet search applications. 
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(ii)  Platform independent and machine readable. 
(iii)  Available to the public free of charge and without any restriction 

that would impede the reuse or redistribution of the agenda. 
(C)  A legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, 

school district, or political subdivision established by the state that has an 
internet website and an integrated agenda management platform shall not 
be required to comply with subparagraph (A) if all of the following are met: 

(i)  A direct link to the integrated agenda management platform shall be 
posted on the primary internet website home page of a city, county, city and 
county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established 
by the state. The direct link to the integrated agenda management platform 
shall not be in a contextual menu. When a person clicks on the direct link 
to the integrated agenda management platform, the direct link shall take the 
person directly to an internet website with the agendas of the legislative
body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or 
political subdivision established by the state. 

(ii)  The integrated agenda management platform may contain the prior 
agendas of a legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special 
district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state for 
all meetings occurring on or after January 1, 2019. 

(iii)  The current agenda of the legislative body of a city, county, city and 
county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established 
by the state shall be the first agenda available at the top of the integrated
agenda management platform. 

(iv)  All agendas posted in the integrated agenda management platform 
shall comply with the requirements in clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of 
subparagraph (B). 

(D)  The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a political 
subdivision of a local agency that was established by the legislative body 
of the city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or 
political subdivision established by the state. 

(E)  For purposes of this paragraph, both of the following definitions 
apply:

(1)  “Integrated agenda management platform” means an internet website 
of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political 
subdivision established by the state dedicated to providing the entirety of 
the agenda information for the legislative body of the city, county, city and 
county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established 
by the state to the public. 

(2)  “Legislative body” means a legislative body that meets the definition 
of subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

(3)  No action or discussion shall be undertaken on any item not appearing 
on the posted agenda, except that members of a legislative body or its staff
may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed by persons 
exercising their public testimony rights under Section 54954.3. In addition, 
on their own initiative or in response to questions posed by the public, a 
member of a legislative body or its staff may ask a question for clarification, 

91

— 28 — Ch. 327
Attachment C

Page 28 of 36



make a brief announcement, or make a brief report on their own activities.
Furthermore, a member of a legislative body, or the body itself, subject to 
rules or procedures of the legislative body, may provide a reference to staff
or other resources for factual information, request staff to report back to the 
body at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter, or take action to direct 
staff to place a matter of business on a future agenda. 

(b)  Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the legislative body may take action 
on items of business not appearing on the posted agenda under any of the 
conditions stated below. Prior to discussing any item pursuant to this 
subdivision, the legislative body shall publicly identify the item. 

(1)  Upon a determination by a majority vote of the legislative body that 
an emergency situation exists, as defined in Section 54956.5. 

(2)  Upon a determination by a two-thirds vote of the members of the 
legislative body present at the meeting, or, if less than two-thirds of the 
members are present, a unanimous vote of those members present, that there 
is a need to take immediate action and that the need for action came to the 
attention of the local agency subsequent to the agenda being posted as 
specified in subdivision (a). 

(3)  The item was posted pursuant to subdivision (a) for a prior meeting 
of the legislative body occurring not more than five calendar days prior to 
the date action is taken on the item, and at the prior meeting the item was
continued to the meeting at which action is being taken.

(c)  This section is necessary to implement and reasonably within the 
scope of paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the 
California Constitution. 

(d)  For purposes of subdivision (a), the requirement that the agenda be 
posted on the local agency’s internet website, if the local agency has one, 
shall only apply to a legislative body that meets either of the following
standards:

(1)  A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 
54952.

(2)  A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (b) of Section 
54952, if the members of the legislative body are compensated for their 
appearance, and if one or more of the members of the legislative body are 
also members of a legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision
(a) of Section 54952. 

SEC. 17. Section 54954.3 of the Government Code is amended to read: 
54954.3. (a)  (1)  Every agenda for regular meetings shall provide an 

opportunity for members of the public to directly address the legislative
body on any item of interest to the public, before or during the legislative
body’s consideration of the item, that is within the subject matter jurisdiction 
of the legislative body, provided that no action shall be taken on any item 
not appearing on the agenda unless the action is otherwise authorized by 
subdivision (b) of Section 54954.2. 

(2)  (A)  Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the agenda need not provide an 
opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body on 
any item that has already been considered by a committee, composed 

91

Ch. 327— 29 — 

Attachment C

Page 29 of 36



exclusively of members of the legislative body, at a public meeting wherein 
all interested members of the public were afforded the opportunity to address 
the committee on the item, before or during the committee’s consideration 
of the item. 

(B)  Subparagraph (A) shall not apply if any of the following conditions 
are met: 

(i)  The item has been substantially changed since the committee heard 
the item, as determined by the legislative body.

(ii)  When considering the item, a quorum of the committee members did 
not participate from a singular physical location, that was clearly identified 
on the agenda, open to the public, and situated within the boundaries of the 
territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction. 

(iii)  The committee has primary subject matter jurisdiction, as defined 
by the charter, an ordinance, a resolution, or any formal action of the 
legislative body that created the subsidiary body, that focuses on elections, 
budgets, police oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access to, 
materials available in public libraries, or taxes or related spending proposals. 
This clause shall not apply to an item if the local agency has adopted a law
applicable to the meeting of the committee at which the item that was
considered prohibits the committee from placing a limit on the total amount 
of time for public comment on the item. 

(3)  Every notice for a special meeting shall provide an opportunity for 
members of the public to directly address the legislative body concerning 
any item that has been described in the notice for the meeting before or 
during consideration of that item. 

(b)  (1)  The legislative body of a local agency may adopt reasonable 
regulations to ensure that the intent of subdivision (a) is carried out, 
including, but not limited to, regulations limiting the total amount of time 
allocated for public testimony on particular issues and for each individual
speaker.

(2)  Notwithstanding paragraph (1), when the legislative body of a local 
agency limits time for public comment, the legislative body of a local agency
shall provide at least twice the allotted time to a member of the public who 
utilizes a translator to ensure that non-English speakers receive the same 
opportunity to directly address the legislative body of a local agency.

(3)  Paragraph (2) shall not apply if the legislative body of a local agency
utilizes simultaneous translation equipment in a manner that allows the 
legislative body of a local agency to hear the translated public testimony
simultaneously.

(c)  The legislative body of a local agency shall not prohibit public 
criticism of the policies, procedures, programs, or services of the agency,
or of the acts or omissions of the legislative body. Nothing in this subdivision
shall confer any privilege or protection for expression beyond that otherwise 
provided by law.

SEC. 18. Section 54956 of the Government Code is amended to read: 
54956. (a)  (1)  A special meeting may be called at any time by the 

presiding officer of the legislative body of a local agency, or by a majority 
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of the members of the legislative body, by delivering written notice to each 
member of the legislative body and to each local newspaper of general 
circulation and radio or television station requesting notice in writing and 
posting a notice on the local agency’s internet website, if the local agency
has one. The notice shall be delivered personally or by any other means and 
shall be received at least 24 hours before the time of the meeting as specified 
in the notice. The call and notice shall specify the time and place of the 
special meeting and the business to be transacted or discussed. No other 
business shall be considered at these meetings by the legislative body. The
written notice may be dispensed with as to any member who at or prior to 
the time the meeting convenes files with the clerk or secretary of the 
legislative body a written waiver of notice. The waiver may be given by 
telephone or electronic mail. The written notice may also be dispensed with 
as to any member who is actually present at the meeting at the time it 
convenes.

(2)  The call and notice shall be posted at least 24 hours prior to the special 
meeting in a location that is freely accessible to members of the public. 

(b)  Notwithstanding any other law, a legislative body shall not call a 
special meeting regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation 
paid in the form of fringe benefits, of the legislative body or of a local agency
executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1. However, this 
subdivision does not apply to a local agency calling a special meeting to 
discuss the local agency’s budget.

SEC. 19. Section 54956.5 of the Government Code is amended to read: 
54956.5. (a)  For purposes of this section, “emergency situation” means 

both of the following:
(1)  An emergency, which shall be defined as a work stoppage, crippling 

activity, or other activity that severely impairs public health, safety, or both, 
as determined by a majority of the members of the legislative body.

(2)  A dire emergency, which shall be defined as a crippling disaster,
mass destruction, terrorist act, or threatened terrorist activity that poses peril 
so immediate and significant that requiring a legislative body to provide
one-hour notice before holding an emergency meeting under this section 
may endanger the public health, safety, or both, as determined by a majority 
of the members of the legislative body.

(b)  (1)  Subject to paragraph (2), in the case of an emergency situation 
involving matters upon which prompt action is necessary due to the 
disruption or threatened disruption of public facilities, a legislative body 
may hold an emergency meeting without complying with either the 24-hour 
notice requirement or the 24-hour posting requirement of Section 54956 or 
both of the notice and posting requirements. 

(2)  Each local newspaper of general circulation and radio or television
station that has requested notice of special meetings pursuant to Section 
54956 shall be notified by the presiding officer of the legislative body, or 
designee thereof, one hour prior to the emergency meeting, or, in the case 
of a dire emergency, at or near the time that the presiding officer or designee 
notifies the members of the legislative body of the emergency meeting. 
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(A)  Except as provided in subparagraph (B), the notice required by this 
paragraph shall be given by telephone and all telephone numbers provided
in the most recent request of a newspaper or station for notification of special 
meetings shall be exhausted. In the event that telephone services are not 
functioning, the notice requirements of this paragraph shall be deemed 
waived, and the legislative body, or designee of the legislative body, shall 
notify those newspapers, radio stations, or television stations of the fact of 
the holding of the emergency meeting, the purpose of the meeting, and any
action taken at the meeting as soon after the meeting as possible. 

(B)  For an emergency meeting held pursuant to this section, the presiding 
officer of the legislative body, or designee thereof, may send the notifications 
required by this paragraph by email instead of by telephone, as provided in 
subparagraph (A), to all local newspapers of general circulation, and radio 
or television stations, that have requested those notifications by email, and 
all email addresses provided by representatives of those newspapers or 
stations shall be exhausted. In the event that internet services and telephone 
services are not functioning, the notice requirements of this paragraph shall 
be deemed waived, and the legislative body, or designee of the legislative
body, shall notify those newspapers, radio stations, or television stations of 
the fact of the holding of the emergency meeting, the purpose of the meeting, 
and any action taken at the meeting as soon after the meeting as possible. 

(c)  During a meeting held pursuant to this section, the legislative body 
may meet in closed session pursuant to Section 54957 if agreed to by a 
two-thirds vote of the members of the legislative body present, or, if less 
than two-thirds of the members are present, by a unanimous vote of the 
members present. 

(d)  All special meeting requirements, as prescribed in Section 54956 
shall be applicable to a meeting called pursuant to this section, with the 
exception of the 24-hour notice requirement. 

(e)  The minutes of a meeting called pursuant to this section, a list of 
persons who the presiding officer of the legislative body, or designee of the 
legislative body, notified or attempted to notify, a copy of the rollcall vote,
and any actions taken at the meeting shall be posted for a minimum of 10 
days in a public place as soon after the meeting as possible. 

SEC. 20. Section 54957.6 of the Government Code is amended to read: 
54957.6. (a)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislative

body of a local agency may hold closed sessions with the local agency’s
designated representatives regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or 
compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of its represented and 
unrepresented employees, and, for represented employees, any other matter 
within the statutorily provided scope of representation, subject to all of the 
following conditions: 

(1)  Prior to the closed session, the legislative body of the local agency
shall hold an open and public session in which it identifies its designated 
representatives.

(2)  The closed session shall be for the purpose of reviewing its position 
and instructing the local agency’s designated representatives.

91

— 32 — Ch. 327
Attachment C

Page 32 of 36



(3)  The closed session may take place prior to and during consultations 
and discussions with representatives of employee organizations and 
unrepresented employees.

(4)  Any closed session with the local agency’s designated representative
regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form 
of fringe benefits may include discussion of an agency’s available funds 
and funding priorities, but only insofar as these discussions relate to 
providing instructions to the local agency’s designated representative.

(5)  The closed session shall not include final action on the proposed 
compensation of one or more unrepresented employees.

(6)  For the purposes enumerated in this section, a legislative body of a 
local agency may also meet with a state conciliator who has intervened in 
the proceedings. 

(b)  For the purposes of this section, the term “employee” shall include 
an officer or an independent contractor who functions as an officer or an 
employee, but shall not include any elected official, member of a legislative
body, or other independent contractors. 

SEC. 21. Section 54957.9 of the Government Code is amended to read: 
54957.9. In the event that any meeting is willfully interrupted by a group 

or groups of persons so as to render the orderly conduct of the meeting 
unfeasible and order cannot be restored by the removal of individuals who 
are willfully interrupting the meeting, the members of the legislative body 
conducting the meeting may order the meeting room cleared and continue 
in session. Only matters appearing on the agenda may be considered in such 
a session. Representatives of the press or other news media, except those 
participating in the disturbance, shall be allowed to attend any session held 
pursuant to this section. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the legislative
body from establishing a procedure for readmitting an individual or 
individuals not responsible for willfully disturbing the orderly conduct of 
the meeting. 

SEC. 22. Section 54957.95 of the Government Code is amended to read: 
54957.95. (a)  (1)  In addition to authority exercised pursuant to Sections 

54954.3 and 54957.9, the presiding member of the legislative body 
conducting a meeting or their designee may remove, or cause the removal
of, an individual for disrupting the meeting, including any teleconferenced 
meeting.

(2)  Prior to removing an individual, the presiding member or their 
designee shall warn the individual that their behavior is disrupting the 
meeting and that their failure to cease their behavior may result in their 
removal. The presiding member or their designee may then remove the 
individual if they do not promptly cease their disruptive behavior. This
paragraph does not apply to any behavior described in subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (b). 

(b)  As used in this section: 
(1)  “Disrupting” means engaging in behavior during a meeting of a 

legislative body that actually disrupts, disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible 
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the orderly conduct of the meeting and includes, but is not limited to, one 
of the following:

(A)  A failure to comply with reasonable and lawful regulations adopted 
by a legislative body pursuant to Section 54954.3 or any other law.

(B)  Engaging in behavior that constitutes use of force or a true threat of 
force.

(2)  “True threat of force” means a threat that has sufficient indicia of 
intent and seriousness, that a reasonable observer would perceive it to be 
an actual threat to use force by the person making the threat. 

SEC. 23. Section 54957.96 is added to the Government Code, to read: 
54957.96. (a)  The existing authority of a legislative body or its presiding 

officer to remove or limit participation by persons who engage in behavior
that actually disrupts, disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible the orderly 
conduct of the meeting, including existing limitations upon that authority,
shall apply to members of the public participating in a meeting via a two-way
telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform. 

(b)  For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply: 
(1)  “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that 

provides participants with the ability to participate in a meeting via both an 
interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic service. A two-way
audiovisual platform may be structured to disable the use of video for the 
public participants. 

(2)  “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does 
not require internet access and allows participants to dial a telephone number 
to listen and verbally participate. 

SEC. 24. The Legislature finds and declares that Section 4 of this act, 
which amends Section 54953 of, Section 5 of this act, which adds Section 
54953.4 to, Sections 8 to 15, inclusive, of this act, which add Sections 
54953.8 to 54953.8.7, respectively, to, Section 19 of this act, which amends 
Section 54956.5 of, Section 22 of this act, which amends Section 54957.95 
of, and Section 23 of this act, which adds Section 54957.96 to, the 
Government Code, impose a limitation on the public’s right of access to the 
meetings of public bodies or the writings of public officials and agencies 
within the meaning of Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution. 
Pursuant to that constitutional provision, the Legislature makes the following
findings to demonstrate the interest protected by this limitation and the need 
for protecting that interest: 

(a)  This act is necessary to provide opportunities for public participation 
in meetings of specified public agencies and to promote the recruitment and 
retention of members of those agencies. 

(b)  This act is necessary to ensure minimum standards for public 
participation and notice requirements allowing for greater public participation 
in meetings. 

(c)  This act is necessary to modernize the Ralph M. Brown Act to reflect 
recent technological changes that can promote greater public access to local 
officials.
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(d)  The exclusively virtual nature of the California Online Community 
College presents unique barriers to the requirements for an in-person quorum, 
a physical location for public participation, and certain accommodations. 
Participating students of the online community college come from all across 
the state and necessitating travel for these requirements would pose a 
significant and exclusionary barrier.

SEC. 25. The Legislature finds and declares that Sections 1 and 2 of this 
act, which amend and repeal Section 54952.2, respectively, of, Section 3 
of this act, which amends Section 54952.7 of, Section 4 of this act, which 
amends Section 54953 of, Section 5 of this act, which adds Section 54953.4 
to, Section 6 of this act, which amends Section 54953.5 of, Section 7 of this 
act, which amends Section 54953.7 of, Sections 8 to 15, inclusive, of this 
act, which add Sections 54953.8 to 54953.8.7, respectively, to, Section 16 
of this act, which amends Section 54954.2 of, Section 17 of this act, which 
amends Section 54954.3 of, Section 18 of this act, which amends Section 
54956 of, Section 19 of this act, which amends Section 54956.5 of, Section 
20 of this act, which amends Section 54957.6 of, Section 21 of this act, 
which amends Section 54957.9 of, Section 22 of this act, which amends 
Section 54957.95 of, and Section 23 of this act, which adds Section 54957.96 
to, the Government Code, further, within the meaning of paragraph (7) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution, the 
purposes of that constitutional section as it relates to the right of public 
access to the meetings of local public bodies or the writings of local public 
officials and local agencies. Pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of 
Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution, the Legislature makes
the following findings: 

(a)  This act is necessary to provide opportunities for public participation 
in meetings of specified public agencies and to promote the recruitment and 
retention of members of those agencies. 

(b)  This act is necessary to ensure minimum standards for public 
participation and notice requirements allowing for greater public participation 
in meetings. 

(c)  This act is necessary to modernize the Ralph M. Brown Act to reflect 
recent technological changes that can promote greater public access to local 
officials.

(d)  The exclusively virtual nature of the California Online Community 
College presents unique barriers to the requirements for an in-person quorum, 
a physical location for public participation, and certain accommodations. 
Participating students of the online community college come from all across 
the state and necessitating travel for these requirements would pose a 
significant and exclusionary barrier.

SEC. 26. The Legislature finds and declares that adequate public access 
to meetings is a matter of statewide concern and is not a municipal affair
as that term is used in Section 5 of Article XI of the California Constitution. 
Therefore, this bill would apply to all cities, including charter cities. 

SEC. 27. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 
6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution because the only costs 
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that may be incurred by a local agency or school district under this act would
result from a legislative mandate that is within the scope of paragraph (7) 
of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution. 

O
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